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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


A LETTER from the executive director of the Royal Archi- 
tectural Institute of Canada to the Secretary of the R.I.B.A. 
sets out the prospects of practice and salaried employment in 
Canada for architects emigrating from the United Kingdom, 
and is published on p. 258 


THE RESULTS of the R.I.B.A. final and special final examina- 
tions which were held in various centres from Fune 18 to 27 
last are given on p. 260 


RESTORATION of the war-damaged interior of Guildhall, 
with the exception of the roof, is expected to be started towards 
the end of this year. p. 260 


WARWICK RURAL COUNCIL has decided to make a 
petition to the Ministry of Housing and Local Government 
for a special allocation of additional private building licences. 

Pp. 272 


THE MINISTRY OF SUPPLY and the Board of Trade 
have announced that because of the improvement in supplies 
of zinc restrictions on the use of this metal have now been 
removed. p. 279 








PARTNERSHIP 


T? atchitects and designers, a most heartening pronounce- 

ment has been made by Sir John Maud, Permanent 
Secretary to the Ministry of Education, in an address to the 
Institute of Public Administration at its Edinburgh conference. 
In emphasising the artist’s place in society and the importance 
of education in the arts, Sir John Maud refuted criticism 
of the expenditure of time and money on them as being 
“wasteful” compared, for instance, with the boosting of exports. 
It seems clear that he had in mind both the “ fine” arts, 
including architecture, and their industrial and commercial 
application, and, by implication, training and education for 
both their practice and appreciation. 

Far from being patronising in saying that Sir John Maud, 
as quoted in the Press, called attention in a timely and 
commonsense way to some obvious truths, this paper is 
paying him the highest compliment, for common sense in the 
matter is currently at a discount in certain quarters which 
pride themselves on “ hard-headedness.” The matter also 
concerns professions not without hardness of head which we 
can fairly claim to represent, and in which Sir John’s words 
will find approving response. Moreover, the occasion, and 
the audience to which the words were addressed, will double 
their value, and wetake the opportunity to quote and comment 
on some of the points he made. 

Since industry and commerce are the modern patrons of 
the arts, the conference will have gathered together many who 
will be best placed to ensure the artist’s proper employment. 
It is axiomatic that the design policy of an undertaking 
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reflects the instinctive and personal preferences of its most 
dominant personality. Such preferences are generally arbitrary 
in the first instance, but afterwards justified or defended by 
arguments depending for their validity on the enlightenment 
or otherwise of their holders. In such cases we are therefore 
apt to be at the mercy of the prejudices, rather than the 
informed views, of “ hard-headed business men” who are 
not always very hard-headed or busihesslike when it comes to 
assessing the tastes of the public in terms of export drives 
in a buyer’s market, as opposed to their own. This is what 
makes the work of official and other bodies concerned with 
industrial design so important in terms of good business, for 
it is an educational process aimed at fostering both supply 
of and demand for good design as a marketable product. 

But this is only part of the story which Sir John Maud has 
recapitulated. For our own sakes, it is almost incredible that 
at this date the artist’s functions and value should even be 
questioned. He touched on an important point in stressing 
the need for the “lifeblood of the adventurous and creative 
spirit’ as a transfusion to prevent the Welfare State from 
becoming soft and dull. ‘There is, as he mentioned, much talk 
of “‘ New Elizabethans ”’ and the age of the uncommon man— 
not without wry humour sometimes, when the mass-produced 
Babbitt and the shoddiest material values seem in the 
ascendant. But such men and ages were not ashamed of their 
lust for an appreciation of the beautiful—a word which we 
now hesitate to use, substituting such qualities as “‘ nice” or 
colloquialisms like “‘ smashing.” With some this may be like 
avoidance of the word “ gentleman” in the company of 
gentlemen. With others, the fashion is a symptom of some- 
thing far less healthy. 

It is unfortunately true that the arts have seldom been 
less “‘ popular” than today, and tragic that at a time when 
the artist, probably as never before, is at pains to relate 
himself and his work to the common man, society tries to 
deny itself the beauty which is a human need and which the 
artist alone can ensure, by the exercise of sanctions in the form 
of ridicule and the deliberate withholding of patronage on the 
grounds that such things are “ frills” or luxuries. The first 
is to be borne with equanimity—it is a double-edged weapon. 
In forbearing to return in the same coin the cheaper jibes 
about length of hair, style of dress or choice of personal 
surroundings, the artist has as it were up the sleeve of his 
duffle coat a far sharper weapon of wit before which the 
synthetic businessman’s bowler, umbrella and baronial décor 
could be swept away in a gale of ridicule if the game seemed 
worth the candle. But they are superficial differences which the 
intelligent man now accepts, though they are still sometimes 
allowed to confuse the issue by mistaking the dress for the 
man, and the man for his work. 

The root of the latter, ‘however, lies deeper and must be 
eradicated. There are signs of a stupid recrudescence of 
type- and class-hatred which it had once seemed that war had 
finally laid to rest. ‘These take the form of a revulsion from 
the expert in all fields—except perhaps the “ boffin,” who 
still enjoys prestige largely because of fear for our own skins. 
It is true that “ intellectualism ” has proved a poor substitute 
for intelligence ; but then so has “ business acumen,” for 
simple reason. Oddly enough, they both share the character- 
istic of a lack of reality and consequently betray that very 
‘“‘airy fairyness”’ of which the artistis often quite mistakenly 
accused. 

Both doctrinaire intellectualism and “ big business” are 
often morbid products of that modern disease the “‘ handless 
mind,” and the buying and selling of imaginary products 
with imaginary money, and values based on shortage rather 
than intrinsic worth are the real “ frills ” which society cannot 
afford, not the arts. 

Beauty, as Sir John Maud has so pertinently said, is not 
a frill or frippery, and it is for the sake of both manufacturers 
and artists that the rapprochement that he postulates between 
them is essential. This is a matter of the training of the latter 
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and the education of the former in the arts, and bodies such as 
the Institute of Public Administration have their part to play 
in this. 

This is particularly welcome as coming from the repre- 
sentative of the Ministry primarily concerned and, moreover, 
in a Government who have lately caused their supporters 
anxiety in their attitude towards some cultural and educa- 
tional questions. These are matters of common concern in 
fostering national assets, including standards of design, 
which we disregard only at national peril. 


PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE 


ONE of the greatest difficulties at present confronting fifth- 
year architectural students is the ruling of the R.I.B.A. that 

requires them, before actually qualifying, to spend a specified 

period gaining practical experience in an architect’s office. 

There are at the moment approximately 80 students on 
the books of the R.I.B.A. Appointments Officer, many of them 
ex-servicemen, some married, some with children, who, 
having now completed the scholastic side of their training, are 
finding their efforts to secure practical experience unrewarding. 
Some of the ex-servicemen among them are finding that their 
Government grants are running out, while some of the 
younger students are unable to get further deferment from 
National Service. ‘These are just two of the hardships that 
they have to overcome. 

The R.I.B.A. appointments office has nothing suitable to 
offer these students at the moment; the few vacancies that 
have been notified to them all require considerable experience. 
Whether this crisis is only temporary or whether it is liable 
to go on for some years, only time will show, but it seems fairly 
certain that the immediate cause is the present lack of archi- 
tectural work brought about by the needs of the rearmament 
programme. On the private practice side of the profession, 
architects have not sufficient work on hand to employ addi- 
tional staff and when replacements are needed they feel that 
they cannot afford to take on inexperienced men. On the 
official side of the profession, architectural departments 
are governed by their establishments. 

The approximate figure of 80 given above represents the 
position of what may be termed the London area. The 
position for the country as a whole is not so easy to ascertain, 
but it is known that there are, at present, 992 students in 
their final years at the recognised schools of which about 
75 per cent., based on the results of previous years, will pass 
the final examination. This looks as though the situation 
may get worse rather than better. 
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Methods of overcoming the problem are difficult to indicate, 
but it should, at least, be possible for architects with 
established practices to stretch a point, even if they are up 
to strength, by giving an opportunity to these young men to 
gain experience without which they cannot qualify. for 
associate membership of the Institute. May we suggest 
that every architect in private practice could regard this 
request as being a direct application to himself ? 


MEDIEVAL BUILDING 


[% spite of all that has been written on this subject during 

the past half-century, and especially during the past 
© years, erroneous ideas about the status, methods and 
habits of building workers in the Middle Ages persist with 
incredible tenacity. The supposition that they laboured 
selflessly with fervid enthusiasm and miraculous patience, 
using only the best materials in the soundest manner, is still 
as widespread as the myth that the olden monks somehow 
designed and erected—without the help of architects, lay 
craftsmen, or plans—all the cathedrals and parish churches 
as well as all the monasteries throughout those splendid 
centuries. 

The only corrective to such misconceptions is to be found 
in medieval documents which are scarce and often in- 
accessible, written in handwriting which only a learned 
scholar can decipher, recorded either in bastard Latin or in 
old French or in archaic English spelt without any consistency 
and bristling with obscure or obsolete technical terms. Thus 
even earnest students seeking the truth about building in 
“the good old days ” find themselves unable to’ascertain the 
actual facts without an antiquarian and academic background 
which most people lack. For this reason, we commend to 
our readers Mr. L. F. Salzman’s‘excellent and important 
new book, Building in England down to 1540, which is reviewed 
on page 271. 

Here, at last, is the full story, covering every aspect of the 
building industry from Saxon times to the end of the Gothic 
period. Although an enormous number of hitherto inaccess- 
ible facts have been collected and assembled in his crowded 
pages, the author has so arranged his matter that one can 
easily find whatever one wants, whether one wants to know 
how glue was made, what was done about pay for overtime, 
how “ freemasonry ” began, when glass windows came into 
use, or what form of sanitation was provided in the royal 
palaces : it is all there, clearly explained and authoritatively 
stated. ; 











A NEW VIEW OF 
BRISTOL CATHEDRAL 


This view of Bristol Cathedral is 
seen across the newly completed 
College Green which has been 
lowered four feet in accordance 
with the wishes of the architect 
of the new Council House ( just out 
of picture on right) and in spite of 
local public protests. The removal 
of the familiar trees has afforded 
an uninterrupted view of the 
Cathedral. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


THE LYNMOUTH DISASTER 


|= grievous loss of life in North 
Devon as a result of the disastrous 
floods has shocked the whole country, 
and sympathy for the friends and 
relatives of the dead and missing has 
been extended on every side. Rarely 
indeed in this country do natural forces 
cause such loss of life and such intensive 
destruction of buildings, bridges and the 
various services on which civilisation 
depends as at Lynmouth, and it is clear 
that it will be a very long time before 
that unfortunate village and holiday resort 
can be rebuilt and restored to anything 
like its former state. 


Figures are not yet available to show 
how many dwelling houses and other 
buildings have been destroyed, but it is 
known that 10 bridges were destroyed 
and that water mains, sewers and electricity 
services at Lynmouth were wrecked. 
The Devon County Surveyor, Mr. R. B. 
Carnegie, has estimated that it will 
probably take six months before the 
damaged roads can be restored, bridges 
rebuilt and the river in Lynmouth 
restored to its proper course ; till this is 
carried out it is difficult to see how any- 
thing more than first-aid can be given to 
damaged buildings, or a start made on re- 
building in earnest. 

Mr. Macmillan, Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, visited Lynmouth 
on Tuesday in order to make a personal 
examination of the extent of the damage. 


CHANGES AT HARVARD 


A YEAR before he was due to retire, 
Prof. Walter Gropius has resigned from the 
chairmanship of Harvard University’s 
school of architecture, a post which he 
has filled for 14 years. According to 
our American contemporary, Architectural 
Forum, Mr. Gropius’s reason for retiring 
is that the load of personal work would 
be too much for him as a result of staff 
cuts which have been made necessary to 
balance the school’s budget. Aged 69, 
Mr. Gropius will now devote the whole of 
his time to his private practice. 


REBUILDING AT HAVRE 


HOLIDAYMAKERS this summer entering 
France through the port of Havre have 
been impressed by the rapidity and 
solidity of the work of reconstruction, 
especially of the Maritime Station. This was 
originally built in reinforced concrete, and 
was opened on May 23, 1935. It covered 
an area about 500 yards long. The whole 
building was completely destroyed by two 
air attacks made by American and British 
*planes on the nights of June 14 and 15, 
1944, 

These raids hit very hard the whole 
of the population of the port, thousands 
of whom lost their homes and many their 
lives during the Allied air attacks, which 
sought to compel the German invaders to 
retire and give up this key position. It 
was not until January, 1950, that the task 
of building a new Maritime Station was 
entrusted to two French architects, Urbain 
Cassan and Noel Boutet de Monvel. 
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As far as possible the old foundations 
on the quay Johannes-Couvert have been 
used again. During a recent visit the 
excellence of the layout and design was 
apparent. The ground floor has been 
reserved for merchandise and for cargoes 
coming in and going out. ; 

For passengers there are waiting-rooms, 
a hall for the Customs, cloak rooms, 
a garage for cars and around the principal 
halls are offices and shops. 


The method of construction is of 
particular interest to builders, for in 
order to save time and space it was 
decided to manufacture the principal 
parts of the new building at Rouen and, 
after they had been prefabricated, to 
transport them by train to Havre. 
They included 2,900 different parts 
weighing in all 40,000 tons, with individual 
units weighing up to 27 tons. Such rapid 
progress has been made that it is hoped 
that the new station will be entirely 
completed by the end of this summer. 


COVENTRY CATHEDRAL RUINS 


THE first big contract in connection 
with the scheme for building the new 
Coventry cathedral has been secured by 
a Lichfield firm, J. R. Deacon, Ltd. 
It is for the work involved in the preserva- 
tion of the ruins of the old cathedral and 
it is expected that a start will be made 
in the next few weeks. 


The Cathedral Reconstruction Com- 
mittee was recently granted a £10,000 
licence for repairs to the ruins. 


A 75TH ANNIVERSARY 


OuR CONTEMPORARY, The _ [Illustrated 
Carpenter and Builder, celebrated its 75th 
anniversary on August 15 with a special 
issue of considerable interest, to which 
the informative leading article forms a 
splendid preface ; in company with Kip- 
ling’s verses it tends to show how little 
have things changed in the building trade, 
except that Temple Bar would now seem 
to be more popular in its absence from 
Fleet-street than it was when removed 
in 1877, according to a correspondent 
of our contemporary who proposed to 
throw his cap in the air and to drink a 
pint of port in the Cock Tavern when 
the Bar should be pulled down! 


May we join in offering to our con- 
temporary congratulations on 75 years of 
useful life, and our best wishes for con- 
tinued success. 


CORONATION MEDALS 


THE National Jewellers’ Association has 
announced that six plaster casts of the 
Queen in profile have been approved by the 
Coronation Medals Panel for use on 
medals next year. Five are crowned, 
one uncrowned. The designs are not 
connected with the official medal, which 
is the concern of the Royal Mint. 


The Coronation Medals Panel, like the 
Coronation Souvenirs Committee, is an 
advisory body set up to keep designs for 
the Coronation up to the highest standard. 
Forty plaster casts were submitted to the 
panel by artists throughout Britain. The 
five successful artists are N. A. Trent, of 
Beaufert-street, S.W., who has had two 








“*T told you it was early 
closing, Euphemia !” 











designs approved ; Paul Vincze, of Yeo- 
mans-row, S.W.; . R. Bevan, of 
Manresa-road, S.W.; G. H. Paulin, of 
Woronzow-road, N.W., and Mrs. Paget, 
of Burwash Common, Sussex. 


“ THE GRANGE,” FULHAM 


ATTENTION was recently drawn in these 
columns to the threatened demolition of 
“The Grange,” Fulham, an eighteenth- 
century house where Sir Edward Burne- 
Jones lived for 30 years, and where 
Samuel Richardson wrote “Clarissa.” 
The Society for the Protection of Ancient 
Buildings is now organising a protest 
against the threatened demolition. In 
response to an appeal for a reprieve for 
the house the Fulham Council has in- 
formed the society that the expenditure 
entailed in repair would be unjustified. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


Mr. J. H. WEATHERALL, quantity surveyor, 10 
Yukon-road, Balham, S.W.12, has ed further 
offices at 116, Horseferry-road, Westminster, S.W.1, 
where he will be pleased to rece‘ve the usual trade 
publications and catalogues. T-l.: Abbey 2162. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1852 
Saturday, August 21, 1852 


DESTRUCTION OF ANCIENT BUILDINGS. 
—An Edinburgh paper says, in the ancient 
parish of Auldcambus, now part of the 
parish of Cockburnspath, Berwickshire, 
stands on a lofty position by the sea-shore 
the venerable ruins of St. Helen’s Church, 
hitherto much admired as presenting an 
interesting specimen of simple Saxon (?) 
architecture. The church is said to have 
been built so early as the seventh century, 
and to have been dedicated to Helena, 
the mother of Constantine the Great. 
What will the antiquarian, what will every 
educated man say, when he hears that 
very lately a large portion of this edifice, 
and that the most valuable in an archi- 
tectural point of view, has been pulled 
down to repair a neighbouring stone dyke ! 
Some modern Goth has smashed with 
relentless hammer the fine old arch that 
was so much admired. 





THE BUILDER 


A window cleaner at work on the United Nations Building, New York City. 


SLAB ARCHITECTURE 


A Current Fashion Critically Examined 
By L. G. PEARSON, FRIBA 


The following article appeared in the, 
July issue of ‘‘ Town and Country Plan- 
ning,’ and we are indebted to the Town 
and Country Planning Association Journal 
for permission to reproduce it. 


A MARKED feature of present-day 
architecture is the “slab” form. 
This is seen in office buildings, blocks of 
flats, hospitals, railway stations and 
recently in school buildings. A more 
technical term in which to describe the 
structure is the ‘‘ monoblock.” This 
term describes a multi-storeyed building 
which contains the required accommo- 
dation in one block rather than in several 
blocks of varying shapes and sizes. 

The form derives from compact, 
straightforward planning and appeals to 
the architect because of the simplicity of 
the resultant forms. On the other hand 
it is most unpopular with the man in the 
street, who expresses his disapproval in no 
uncertain manner when he sights these 
structures from train or bus. 

The slabs are usually long and con- 
tinuous and have a distinctly forbidding 
appearance. But they are “ functional,” 
according to their creators and admirers. 

We have a right to ask whether they 
really succeed in establishing their claims 
to efficiency. It is therefore worth while 
to examine some examples of this type of 
building. 


THE U.N. BUILDING 


L’Unité d’Habitation at Marseilles has 
been dealt with very thoroughly quite 
recently. Another well-known example 
is the U.N. building in New York City 
which ranks as perhaps the most famous 
“slab”? building in the world. The 
building measures nearly 300 ft. in length 
and about 70 ft. in width. When it had 
been decided to erect the U.N. building 


on a site in Manhattan presented by the 
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tects are known to be strong individualists 

, his task must have been no easy one and 
it may well have been a case of “ Too 
many cooks spoiling the broth.” Mr. 
Harrison gave a most interesting account 
of the scheme at the R.I.B.A. on February 
20, 1951. 

The orientation of the building was one 
of the first questions to be settled. Man- 
hattan Island runs approximately north 
and south and it was agreed to follow this 
orientation for the main axis of the U.N. 
building. One architect, however, out 
of the 14, Mr. Liang of China, voted 
against it; as he explained, ‘“‘ We have 
run our buildings from east to west for 
3,000 years and it’s very satisfactory, [ 
see no reason to change.” 

It is interesting to note that the Ameri- 
can architect William Atkinson, who 
published a book Orientation of Buildings 
in 1912, was of the same opinion as Mr. 
Liang. In dealing with hospitals he 
stated : ‘“ The ward placed with its axis 
north and south receives the least sunlight 
in winter when sunlight is most needed 
and the maximum in summer when it is 
least to be desired. In the east and west 
position the results are reversed, showing 
a maximum in winter and a minimum in 
summer.” 

However, the north-south axis having 
been decided on for reasons best known 
to the architects, the design of the glass 
fagades on the east and west elevations 
seems to have come up for discussion. 


Rockefellers 14 distinguished architects - 


from all over the world assembled in 
New York to collaborate in the design. 
The choice of location of course restricted 
the area, as Manhattan is one of the most 
congested spots in the world. 

The well-known American architect, 
Mr. Wallace K. Harrison (who designed 
the famous and much-admired Rockefeller 
Centre in New York City) was put in 
charge of this polyglot team. As archi- 
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LIGHTING 


Le Corbusier wrote a letter to Senator 
Austin in 1947 (quoted in Architectural 
Review, July, 1950) pointing out the 
necessity for ‘‘ Brise-soleils ”? and a neu- 
tralising wall. ‘The latter was to consist of 
two sets of glazing with a space of about 
1 ft. between, heated in winter and cooled 
in summer. 

The actual building has one wall of 
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General view of the United Nations site and Secretariat Building, New York City. 
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aluminium and glass with special glass 
which reduces the temperature in. summer 
by 10 per cent. But the interior is “ air- 
conditioned ” throughout. This means 
that the majority of the 4,000 inhabitants 
of the building have to have artificial light 
and ventilation. ‘The heads of the depart- 
ments who have the “‘ outside berths ” are 
provided with venetian blinds. It is 
dificult to form any judgment on the 
exterior of the building from photographs. 
The great wall of green glass is admired 
by many people and Professor Holford 
remarked at the R.I.B.A.: “ This great 
building is exactly the opposite of a 
monumental building, it is a mirror and 
reflector as it were of moods and atmos- 
pheres.” 


As is often the case in so-called func- 
tional buildings, one has the impression 
that the external appearance of the build- 
ing counts for more than the health and 
comfort of the inhabitants. If it is 
permissible to be flippant on such a 
subject, what a glorious aquarium the 
building would have made filled with the 
fish of all nations and illuminated night 
and day ! 

The result has shown that the fears 
mentioned above have been justified. 
On November 25, 1950, New York was 
hit by a freakish east storm which did 
great damage to many buildings including 
the U.N. building. 


A “technical report” on the windows 
of the U.N. building appeared in the 
Architectural Forum (leading U.S.A. archi- 
tectural journal) in June, 1951, and the 
following quotation is interes: “ Beting - 
cause the monumental U.N. slab stands on 
the east shore of Manhattan the wind hit 
it first and hardest in gusts as hard as 
94 m.p.h. according to weather depart- 
ment records . . . the terrible wind blew 
in one of the sheets and when that hap- 
pened a set of the glass plates on the other 
side to leeward was sucked out by the 
tremendous pressure difference between 
the now ventilated inside of the building 


lh 


HT 


| 


2482 RKREEG ERD SS ODODE 


THE BUILDER 


cs ty" ye" is 


NS 
Wh 


EI ? 


Meet TT 


pie 
ip TREES 
GE HM 











The Lake Meadows Housing Scheme, Chicago, Illinois. 


and the low pressure leeside. At once 
more of the big sheets began to shatter 
The U.N. had a new wall that was 
vertically all window—the famous outer 
skin of metal and glass. So as a wall it 
leaked more and has leaked again in 
subsequent storms.” 
The elements have taken their revenge 
and played merry hell with the glass sides 
of the building. 


HOSPITAL BUILDINGS 


There are many other “slab” build- 
ings in the U.S.A. and in Europe and they 
have not all suffered the same fate as the 
U.N. building. Most of them differ from 
the latter in being of the “thin slab ” 
type with natural light and ventilation to 
the habitable rooms. 

One striking example of this type is the 
Lake Meadows housing scheme in Chicago. 
This consists of two unbroken slabs 
nearly one-third of a mile in length. ‘The 
south side overlooks a large open space, 
while on the north side are the access 
galleries which are euphemistically de- 
scribed as “‘ side-walks in the air.”” The 
height is 23-storeys and the figures are as 
follows :— 

1,288 

116 
5,267 


Dwellings in apartments 
In walk-up houses 
Rooms in apartments 






































The Bellevue Hospital, New York City. 


Rooms in walk-up houses 673 
Total number of acres to be 
developed an ts Go. ae 


Density is therefore fairly, reasonable by 
American standards. Clearly the archi- 
tects love the “slab” for its own sake. _ 

The “slab ” type of building is also the 
vogue among hospital buildings and the 
design for the new Bellevue Hospital in 
New York City is an example. The un- 
broken monoblock structure houses the 
medical school on the lower floors with the 
in-patients’ wards superimposed on the 
upper floors. The windows are “ con- 
tinuous” and in order to mitigate the 
glare a concrete hood runs unbroken 
over the windows. As a hospita! expert 
from England remarked: “They seem 
to overdo the amount of glass and then 
try to shut out the light with heavy con- 
crete shades. Why have too much glass 
anyway ?” 

In this country we have numerous 
examples of housing schemes of the 
“slab”? type, and though they usually 
show high technical skill and ingenuity 
we are driven to the conclusion that the 
architects are trying to accomplish the 
impossible. They have been described 
as ‘*‘ Super-Peabody ” buildings and in 
criticising them we must not forget that 
Peabody, who was an American philan- 
thropist with high ideals, did not entirely 
fail in his purpose, which was to give the 
slum-dwellers better housing conditions. 
We must also try to be fair to the archi- 
tects of these “slab” housing schemes 
and remember that the high densities 
imposed on them by the public authorities 
are the cause of the trouble. 


HUMAN SCALE 


But the human side of the problem 
was wittily dealt with by Sir Hugh Casson 
recently in The Observer. He wrote: 
“The first essential is to retain human 
scale. This is the most important of 
architectural values, just as humility 
should be the first of virtues in an archi- 
tect. It is not easily achieved. It is no 
good rummaging in the dressing-box. 
Nor is it any good dramatising in an asser- 
tive way, as is permissible with an office 
block, the repetitive character of com- 
munity living. The over-blown Georgian 
vicarage is as futile as the monster filing 
cabiriet is degrading.” It is difficult to 
think of a better way of summing up the 
problem of the “slab” type of 
architecture. 
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ARCHITECTURAL EMPLOYMENT 


Prospects in Canada 


URING his visit to Canada in April 
of this year, the secretary of the 
R.I.B.A., Mr. C. D. Spragg, C.B.E., 
inquired about the prospects of practice 
and salaried employment in‘ the various 
Provinces of that country for architects 
emigrating from the United Kingdom. 
In response to these inquiries, he has 
received the following information, dated 
June 1 last, from Mr. C. J. C. Carroll, 
Executive Director of the Royal Archi- 
tectural Institute of Canada, 88, Metcalfe- 
street, Ottawa, Canada: 


ARCHITECTURAL PRACTICE AND 
EMPLOYMENT IN CANADA 


1. This letter endeavours to answer the 
questions of personal inquiries made to 
this Institute from those who are con- 
sidering coming to Canada from the 
United Kingdom, Europe and other 
countries. 

2. The country of Canada is divided 
into ten provinces. The practice of 
architecture in Canada is governed by 
regulations set up by the laws of these ten 
provinces. 

3. For example, an applicant who 
wishes to become an architect and practise 
architecture in Canada does not join ‘the 
Royal Architectural Institute of Canada. 
He makes application for registration in 
the province in which he wishes to prac- 
tice. If and when this application is 
accepted, the applicant becomes a member 
of that provincial association,.and then 
automatically becomes a member of ‘the 
R.A.I.€., the parent-body of all the 
provincial associations. ‘Therefore, appli- 
cations and correspondence about regis- 
tration are directed to the secretaries of 
the Provincial Associations, a list of which 
is given below. 

4. The Royal Architectural Institute 
of Canada does not maintain an employ- 
ment service, for the reason given in 
Para. 3 above. 

5. Associateship in the R.I.B.A. is 
definitely recognised and considered by 
the Provincial Architectural Associations 
in Canada, in assessing the qualifications 
of applicants. ‘These applicants generally 
are asked to take an examination in pro- 
fessional practice, because of the different 
conditions prevailing in Canada. Gener- 
ally when applicants have partly qualified 
in the R.I.B.A., it is recommended that 
this course be completed, if possible, 
before coming to Canada. 

6. There are five schools of architecture 
in Canada, and those who are interested 
in details of their courses should write 
to the directors of these schools at :— 

University of Toronto, ‘Toronto, 

Ontario. 

University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, 

Manitoba. 

University of British Columbia, Van- 

couver, B.C. 

McGill University, Montreal, Quebec. 
Ecole des Beaux Arts, Montreal, 

Quebec. 

7. The Government of Canada, through 
one of its agencies, the Unemployment 
Insurance Commission, maintains a Na- 


tional Employment Service in the various 
areas of Canada. 

8. An employment circular concerning 
architects, prepared by the Unemploy- 
ment Insurance Commission, in conjunc- 
tion with the R.A.I.C., is set out below. 


, 


The addresses of the various offices of the . 


Unemployment Insurance Commission 
are listed in this circular. 

9. The housing situation in Canada, 
as in most countries to-day, is acute. 
Those who are considering coming to 
Canada should maxe their own inquiries 
about housing or they should be prepared 
to leave their families behind until they 
can secure accommodation. 


(Signed) C. J. C. Carrot. 
The circular (No. 28-32) referred to in 
Mr. Carroll’s letter, which was issued 


from Ottawa on May 5, 1952, by the 
Canada Unemployment Insurance Com- 


mission, gives the following general 
information about the architectural 
profession :— 

1. The architectural profession in 


Canada to-day is in a very unsettled 
condition owing to many circumstances. 

The defence programme, although well 
advanced, is still causing shortages in 
essential materials and skilled mechanics. 
Restrictions on building caused by the 
shortages are definitely affecting the 
architectural field. 

2. As to the prospects for the new- 
comer on the scene, it is but fair to point 
out both the possibilities and the diffi- 
culties. 

3. The five Canadian schools of archi- 
tecture are graduating a _ considerable 
number of students. These students, 
after further training under practising 
architects, will eventually establish offices 
of their own, thus fulfilling normal 
population growth. 

4. It must be pointed out that Canadian 
practice follows American rather than 
English practice, and therefore, both 
architects and architects’ assistants emi- 
grating to Canada must be prepared to 
adapt their background of knowledge and 
competency to conditions which will have 
to be thoroughly assimilated if the new- 
comer expects to succeed. 

5. The conditions referred to include 
building methods, unfamiliar materials, 
presentation of drawings and details, 
the law as it affects architects and building 
contracts, details of construction as devel- 
oped to meet climatic conditions, the 
relation of the architect and the con- 
tractor—all of which differ in whole or in 
part from English practice. Knowledge 
of such things can, of course, be gained 
by enrolment in one of the five archi- 
tectural schools, but for the practitioner 
already qualified in another country, the 
only practical way to gain sufficient ex- 
perierce of Canadian requirements to 
qualify for practice in Canada, is to work 
under a Canadian architect. 

6. Opportunities for the right persons 
are without doubt present in Canada, but 
this opinion must be qualified by the 
warnings before mentioned. 
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7. The choice of location is something 
which only experience and temperament 
can determine. No country on earth 
offers a wider choice of climate and 
amenities. 

8. In the final analysis, ability, char- 
acter, hard work, and a faculty for adjust- 
ment are the requirements for success in 
the practice of. architecture in Canada, 
as in every other field. 

9. In all Canadian provinces the practice 
of architecture is governed by regulations 
set up under provincial law. There are 
variations in such laws as between pro- 
vinces. 

10. It is, therefore, suggested, that 
architects holding certificates to practise 
in other parts of the Empire should make 
preliminary inquiry as to their status, if 
proposing to settle in Canada. Such 
inquiry should be addressed to the secre- 
tary of the association of the province 
in which one intends to settle. 

The addresses of the Provincial Asso- 
ciations are as follows :— 


K. C. Stanley, M.R.A.I.C., Honorary Secretary, 
The Alberta Association of ‘Architects, 618, Northern 
Hdwe. Bldg., Edmonton, Alberta. 

R. B. Deacon, Executive Secretary, The Architectural 
Institute of British Columbia, 520, Shelly Building, 
Vancouver, B.C. 

Mrs. Douglas Chevrier, re Secretary, The 
Manitoba Association of Architects, 3, Kingston-row, 
St. Vital, Manitoba. 

H. Claire Mott, F.R.A.I.C., Secretary-Treasurer and 
Lg sol Architects’ Association of New Brunswick, 

3, Germain-street, Saint John, N.B. 

William J. Ryan, M.R.A.I.C., Honorary Secretary- 
Treasurer, The Newfoundland "Association of Archi- 
tects, P.O. Box E. 5204, St. yonbe Newfoundland. 

A. F. Duffus, M. R.A.LC Honorary Secretary- 
Treasurer, Nova Scotia Association of Architects, 308, 
Green Lantern Building, Halifax, N.S. 

John D. Miller, Secretary, Ontario Association of 
Architects, 1328, Bay-street, Toronto, Ontario. 

Jean-Paul Deschatelets, Executive Secretary, Province 
of Quebec Association of Architects, 620, Cathcart- 
street, Montreal, Quebec. 

Dan H. Stock, M.R.A.I.C., Secretary-Treasurer, 
The Saskatchewan Association’ of Architects, 1745, 
Scarth-street, Regina, Saskatchewan. 

11. The matter of remuneration is a 
difficult one on which to give information. 
The income of an architect setting up his 
own Office is entirely dependent on his own 
ability and assiduity. It can be said that, 
once established, well qualified architects 
earn good incomes in comparison with 
other professions. While gaining experi- 
ence of Canada, it should be possible to 
obtain employment as an architectural or 
structural draughtsman at a salary depend- 
ent entirely on experience and ability. 
In the Dominion Government Service 
salaries for architects range from $3,120 
to $7,200 per year. Salaries for draughts- 
men are covered in Employment General 
Information Circular No. 28-17. 

12. This material has been concurred 
in by the Royal Architectural Institute of 
Canada. 

13. It is suggested that any applicant 
qualified in the aforementioned profession 
should register at the nearest executive 
and professional office of the National 


Employment Service (U.I.C.) on arrival 


in Canada. The addresses of these 
offices are :-— 
Maritime Region—Moncton, Dominion 


Government Building. (Phone 10 

Quebec i SS CTT TRY Quebec, 10, Notre Dame- 
street, E. (Phone GL-5781. 

Ontario Re gionToronto, Ontario, 200, Bay-street. 
(Phone EM 3—3841.) 

Prairie Region—Winnipeg, Manitoba, 436, Main- 
street. (Phone 928—171.) 

Pacific og Phe 9 B.C., 1155, Robson- 
street. (Phone PA —8253.) 


(Signed) S. H. McLaren, 
Executive Director. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


R.I.B.A. GIFT TO A.1.A. 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I enclose a copy of a letter recently 
received by our President from the 
President of the American Institute of 
Architects, which it may interest you to 
publish. 
I also enclose a copy of the photograph 
that came with the letter. 
W. R. ELLIs, 
Assistant Secretary, Royal 
Institute of British Architects. 
66, Portland-place, W.1. 


COPY 


Dear Mr. Robertson,—Perhaps it will 
interest you to see how we have placed 
the magnificent gift of the girandoles, 
presented to our Institute by yours, 
through the hands and voice of Mr. 
Henderson when he and Mr. Spragg 
were in Washington recently. 

The Treaty Room of the Octagon is 
vastly improved by the installation of 
these pieces, beautiful and appropriate 
in design and craftsmanship. 

They will always serve as a pleasant 
reminder to us of the friendliness and 
generosity of the Royal Institute. 

Sincerely, 
(Signed) GLENN STANTON. 


ORDERING MATERIALS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Referring to a Note in your last 
issue, I think the main reason why 
materials are often ordered at the last 
minute is because it is not known when 
building licences for the works will be 
issued, and these very often take such a 





The Treaty Room, the Octagon, Washington, showing in 
position the girandoles, gift of the R.I.B.A. to the 


American Institute of Architects. 


(See Correspondence) 
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long time that clients are anxious to press 
on once a licence is received. The fault 
lies not with the architects or contractors, 
but in the fact that if councils would 
advise, say, several months before, that a 
licence will be issued, the goods could 
then be placed on order in good time. . 

The present position in regard to 
private licences is not much better than 
it has been, and councils generally do 
not try to help by applying to the Ministry 
of Housing for additional quotas. 

Oh! for the day when all these restric- 
tions on the building trade are done 
away with; we shall then get some 
houses. 

FREDERICK J. HopGSON 
[L.R.1.B.A.]. 
2, Chertsey-street, 
Guildford, Surrey. 


SACRED ART 
To the Editor of The Builder 
IR,—S.W.H., in your last issue, 
defends the claim of the Congrega- 


tion of the Holy Office in Rome to 
decide what is suitable art for Roman 


‘Catholic churches, and leaves us to assume 


that what is not a “‘ good and progressive 
development of the approved and 
venerable traditions” is “ corrupt’ and 
errant.” 

Leaving it to the philosophers to argue 
about what is meant by “ good and pro- 
gressive ” (a description which few would 
apply to the highly coloured, realistic 
sculpture found in so many R.C. 
churches), let us turn to the quotation 
from Sir Ninian Comper who says 
that “the note of a church should be 
not that of novelty but of eternity.” 
The seeker after truth will wish 
to know which §art 
forms are novel 
and which _ eternal. 
Since even the 
“eternal” forms must 
once have been “‘novel ” 
who is fallible man to 
exclude the possibility 
of further invention ? 


S.W.H. asks : “ If the 
Holy Office, the de- 
pository of the tastes of 
centuries, is not entitled 
to be the final arbiter 
in the display of art 
in places where it holds 
prerogative, to what 
tribunal shall we look 
for greater authority ?” 
If there is anything 
in the claim of art to 
be free, the answer 
must be: “To no 
tribunal at all, but to 
the artist himself.” The 
artist, of course, is 
fallible, but it is better 
to trust ‘to his inspira- 
tion than to subject 
him to the authority 
of a tribunal which 
though it may know 
what it likes, may not 
know much about crea- 
tive art. 


G.]J. 
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A CITY ARCHITECT’S DUTIES 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—On referring to the advertise- 
ment of the appointment of the 
Sheffield City Architect at £2,400 per 
annum mentioned in your “ Notes and 
News ” last week, I find that the successful 
candidate in addition to architectural 
duties will be required to “ prepare bills 
of quantities for houses, schools, roads 
and sewers.” For how long have archi- 
tects been qualified to act as quantity 
surveyors ? 

Everyone knows, in fact, that the 
quantity surveying duties will be under- 
taken by a staff of specially trained assist- 
ants at a quarter of the City Architect’s 
salary. 

C. R. Vinycoms. 

54, Wickstead-avenue, 

Leagrave, Luton, Beds. 


PENNINE WAY SIGNPOSTS 


A sIGNPosT has been approved for use 
along the Pennine Way, and Mr. Harold 
Macmillan, Minister of Housing and 
Local Government, has written to the 
local authorities along the route recom- 
mending the sign to them. ‘The signpost 
was suggested by the National Parks 
Commission and the design has been 
approved by the Royal Fine Art Com- 
mission, the Ministry of Transport and 
the Local Authority Associations. It is 
made of unpainted oak with the words 
PENNINE Way in raised lettering. 

The National Parks Commission have 
asked that the sign be sparingly used, 
and that it should be erected only where 
the walker has a choice of ways—e.g., 
where paths divide or where direction is 
desirable in a village. They think that 
over open moorland cairns or stakes are 
more suitable. They are trying to arrange 
for volunteers to help with the work of 
cairning the upland stretches. 

The Minister has written to all the local 
authorities. concerned telling them where 
they can get the sign, and informing them 
that the Government will defray the cost 
under the special arrangements for long- 
distance routes. 


PLANNING OFFICER, LANCS 


LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL invite 
applications for the appointment of a 
county planning officer at a salary of 
£2,500—£125-£2,750. Applications should 
be made to the clerk of the council, 
County Hall, Preston, by August 30. 


THORNTHWAITE FOREST 


THE Forestry COMMISSION have 
produced a further booklet in the Britain’s 
Forests series. This describes the Lake 
and Forest of Thornthwaite, in Cumber- 
land, the formation of which the Commis- 
sion commenced in 1920 with its plantings 
at Whinbotter pass. Four-fifths of the 
forest’s 5,000 acres are under plantations ; 
the balance includes land yet to be planted, 
agricultural land, and unplantable land 
such as hill tops which are mainly devoted 
to sheep-grazing. Information on labour 
accommodation and the other problems 
involved is given in this booklet, which 
= be obtained from H.M. Stationery 

ce. 





OBITUARY 
HOWARD CRANE, A.1.A. 


WE regret to record the death of Mr. 

Howard Crane which took place 
on August 14. He was 67. A member of 
the American Institute of Architects, 
Crane came to this country in 1935 from 
Detroit where he had specialised in theatre 
design. His first commission was for the 
Earls Court exhibition buildings and the 
Empress Hall; he stayed in London 
during the war and subsequently built up 
a considerable practice, mostly industrial, 
which included buildings for the Austin 
Motor Co., Johnson’s Wax Co., J. Sankey 
and Sons, Bayliss, Jones and Bayliss, 
Brown and Polson, and Colgates (for 
whom he was engaged at the time of his 
death in designing offices and flats at 
Milan, Italy). He redesigned the British 
Linen, Bank in Piccadilly, and the Ameri- 
can Express offices in Pall Mall. 

Mr. Crane was a leading member of the 
American colony in London, being Direc- 
tor of the American Chamber of Com- 
merce and President of the American 
Club. He leaves a widow and a son. 

A memorial service will be held later. 


W. KEAY, F.RAI.B.A.,. F.RI.C.S. 


As reported last week, Mr. William 
Keay, the consultant architect and engin- 
eer, died recently at the age of 83. 

Mr. Keay, who for 30 years was archi- 
tect and engineer to Leicestershire County 
Council, was principal partner in the firm 
of Pick, Everard, Keay and Gimson. 
Among his best known works are the 
Leicester College of Art and Technology, 
the Leicestershire County Council offices, 
and many of the buildings at Leicester 
Royal Infirmary. 

For 17 years, from 1902 until _ his 
appointment to the Leicestershire County 
Council, Mr. Keay was director of the 
Architecture and Building Department 
at Leicester College of Art. During his 
career he was also president of the Lei- 
cester Association of Engineers, the 
Leicester and Leicestershire Society of 
Architects and Leicester Literary and 
Philosophical Society, and chairman of 
the local branch of the Royal Institu- 
tion of Chartered Surveyors and the 
Leicester Building Advisory Committee. 

Among the works for which he was 
professionally responsible were the County 
Buildings, Leicester, the Midland Agri- 
cultural College, St. Philip’s, Holy 
Apostles’, St. Chads and St. Christopher’s 
churches ; the viaduct of seven 100-ft. 
spans over the river Derwent and five 
100-ft. spans over the Lady Bower 
Stream for the Derwent Valley Water 
Board ; the Freemans Meadow generating 
station extension and numerous water 
supply and other schemes throughout 
the Midlands. 


R. W. CAMPBELL 


We regret to announce the death of 
Mr, Robert Whitelaw Campbell, which 
occurred on August 7 at his home in 
Oban, Argyllshire. He was 87 years of 
age. 

Educated at Oban High School, Mr. 
Campbell became assistant to the late 
Mr. Kenneth McRae, surveyor and 
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architect, and eventually succeeded him. 
As well as being architect to the wool mill 
at Oban, he carried, out a great deal of* 
work in connection with private housing 
right up to the time of his death. 


R.ILB.A. 


The Final Examination. 


HE final examination was held in six 

centres from June 18 to 27 last. Of 

the 438 candidates examined, 141 passed as 
follows :— 

Passed whole examination, 88; passed 
whole examination subject to approval of 
thesis, 22; passed part I only, 31. Two 
hundred and ninety-seven candidates were 
relegated. The successful candidates are as 
follows :— 

WHOLE EXAMINATION. 

R. J. Allen, W. J. Allen, J. Ashenden, K. W. Bacon, 
Miss E. E. Baker, *G. H. Balcombe, K. G. Banks, *P. 
Banting, G. E. Banwell, A. C. Bishop. 

M. J. Blee, D. G. Blyth, H. Bonwick, M. P. Boots, 
D. S. Bottomley, *D. L. Bowden, G. E. Briggs, J. H. 
Brown, M. V. Buckingham, J. P. Buzuk. 

E. C. T. Carpenter, *M. H. Cavell, R. G. Chapman, 
T. W. Clist, *D. M. Corder, S. K. Cornelius, M. T. R. 
Cousins, F. A. Crofts, V. W. Crofts, *C. B, Cross. 

W. M. Davidson, B. V. Doshi, P. B. Dunthorne, F. I. 
Eagles, M. L. Edmonds, *J. W. Ellmers, E. A. Ely, 
P. J. Farley, P. L. Finney, *H. P. Fiske, G. M. Fullman. 

F. J. Gadd, TR. Good, *C. L. Gotch, P. R. C. Gowings, 
Miss P. K. Greenwood, Miss J. R. Grisley, R. Grunberg, 
G. D. Hall, D. R. Hance, E. H. Hartry. 

D. Hawkins, D, O. Hendon, D. J. Heuvel, tH. Hey- 
ward, J. H. Heywood, R. G. Hill, TP. Hopkins, M. Hurst. 

A. E. James, W. B. R. Jamieson, A. J. Jedwab, D. R. 
Jefcoate, *A. Kilner, B. J. Kimmins, K. L. Mainstone, 
W. A. Martin, *A E. Matcham, D. W. Miles, S. A. 
Misselbrook, Miss V. J. Morris, M. F. H. Moss, D. G. C. 
Myner. 

H. H. Noak, C. A. H. Nock, L. V. L. Palmer-Renton, 
*P, H. F. Phillips, G. Powell, H. Powls, T. J. Rendel, 
Miss A. K. Rice, S. L. Roberts, Miss R. A. Robson. 

R. A. Sadler, J. Sass, *F. B. Schofield, D. C. Small, 
*A. W. Smith, *C. K. G. Smith, C. J. S. Smith, K. H 
Smith, K. M. Smith, *R. Smith, A. Solarski, J. W. Stan- 
worth, *E. E. Sutcliffe. 

P. Thimbleby, H. A. C. Thomas, A. W. Thorpe, L 
Toohill, Miss A. M. L. H. Towns, *M. W. Turner, *S. 
Waddington, L. E. Walls, *A. H. Waskett. 

*L. E. Watson, D. M. Watt, O. E. Will, TG. Wilson, 
R. M. Yeats. 

* Subject to approval of Thesis. 

t Distinction in Thesis. 

PART I ONLY. 

G. B. Bennett, A. J. Bloomfield, G. L. Cannon, E. H.G. 
Child, N. D. Crawforth, D. J. Dalton, R. N. Daw, R. R. 
Dzwonnik, K. S. Fairbairn, D. R. Field. 

R. F. Gray, M. W. Grist, C. E. Hammond, J. W. 
Harper, B. Hartley, G. M. Jennings, L. D. Jones, J. 
Kimber, J. R. Latimer, Miss J. Orlowska, R. E. Owen. 

R. C. Pearce, R. F. Riseley, A. C. Rounsley, J. S. 
Sewart, J. A. Sliwa, M. F. Smith, R. Stephenson, R. W. 
Swallow, M. B. Willoughby-Thomas, D. B. J. Wolpert. 


Special Final Examination. 


The special final examination was hefd in 
six centres from June 18 to 27 last. Of the 
374 candidates examined 83 passed (17 in 
part I only). Two hundred and ninety-one 
candidates were relegated. The successful 
candidates are as follows:—- 

WHOLE EXAMINATION. 

R.C. Allen, A. N. Anderson, G. F. Bailey, A. J. Baker, 
R. Banister, E. V. Bass, A. G. Beckett, Sir M. Beckett, 
L. Bevan, G. K. Bilton, B. H. Bolton, W. J. Bonfield, 
V. Bretman. 

C. R. Cater, G. V. Concanen, F. Cox, L. J. Curtis, 
H. L. Davies, F. Donaldson, C. E. Dowse, P. L. Dracup, 
G. W. J. Drowne. 

E. H. Eames, G. Ellwood, D. G. Farrow, E. J. Field, 
J. R. Ford, C. H. Foster, P. Fullerton, J. Grasby, R. E. 
Greenway. 

K. R. Hart, F. E. Harvey, R. = P. L. Howells, 
M. Hurley, Mrs. M. Hurst, C. W. Jackson, G. W. 

dd, G. S. Knight. 

F. A, Lewin, F. Ley, W. Marsh, F. R. Marshall, V. C. 

Mayer, J. Montgomery, V. Newton, E. J. B. Nixon, G. H. 

Parry, C..F. Pettit, M. W. Pike, H. B. Pittendrigh, B. M. 

Pradhan. 


H. 
Ju 


K. H. Robinson, M. F. Simmonds, J. H. Snowden, 
J. T. Stephens, E. R. Talbot, B. H. Thomas, A. E. 
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Thorndyke, C. Toner, G. A.’ Trevett, R. Whitehorn, 
F. W. Whitmore, D. Willems, H. F. Wilson. 


PART I ONLY. 

A. W. Albiston, R. W. Bagguley, E. W..Cuthbert, 
T. A. Ellison, M. F. Goodwin, W. Gulwell, M. J. Kozik, 
H. H. A. Leonard, W. Millar. 

J. O’Rourke, C. E. Payne, M. R. L. Poole, R. J. 
Potter, G. L. H. Rhodes, L. J. Robinson, L. Rogers, 
L. J. Weaver. 

The following candidates have also passed 

the special final examination :— 

J. G. Dallow, D. T. F. Falkus, D. L. E. Jameiso n’ 
R. G. Simmons, L. T. Slattery, F. N. H. Vick. 


RESTORATION OF 
GUILDHALL 


Facilities for Television 


ESTORATION of the war-damaged 
interior of Guildhall, with the 
exception of the roof, is expected to be 
started towards the end of this year. 
Together with the work on the Guildhall 
library, now in progress, the work must 
if possible be finished in time for Guildhall 
to take its traditional part in the City’s 
Coronation festivities next year. 

A longer period must elapse before the 
larger plans of Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, 
O.M., R.A., F.R.I.B.A., embracing the 
provision of a new courtyard in front of 
Guildhall and an office block behind, 
can be carried out. In the meantime 
the Government have granted a licence 
for the buttresses of Guildhall on the 
north side, where there are signs of settle- 
ment, to be underpinned. The ground 
north of Guildhall has been cleared to 
enable this work to be done. 

Nor will it be possible to complete the 
restoration of the hall itself all in one stage. 
The old walls are standing to a height of 
40 ft., the level at which the present 
temporary roof was constructed after the 
former roof had perished in an air-raid 
in December, 1940. The City corpora 
tion has not yet decided what it would 
like in place of the temporary roof, 
Whatever design is chosen, it will be the 
fourth permanent roof to have beer 
reared on those walls, which have with 
stood two fires—in 1666 and again i 
the last war. ‘There are no records show: 
ing what the medieval roof destroyed i 
the Great Fire looked like. In the re 
building Christopher Wren substitute 
for it a flat plaster ceiling, and this lasted 
further two centuries. In the 1860s 
being by that time in bad condition an 
considered out of keeping with the walls 
it gave place to the open timber roof tha 
survived till 1940. 

The work now to be undertaken include: 
the making of a new gallery on the north 
wall of the hall, between the Wellingtor 
and Nelson monuments. It is described 
as a camera gallery, and is meant especiall 
for radio -and television reporting 0 
Guildhall events. Farther east on 
same wall is the Lady Mayoress’s gallery 
which war injuries left without a parape 
It has since been used by photographe 
but when restored will revert to it 
original purpose. 

Both galleries will be equally wel 
placed for occasions when the Lord Mayo 
sits beneath his canopy half-way alonj 
the south wall. The musicians’ galle 
at the west end has survived; but in 
dilapidated state, and Sir Giles Scott 
substituting one of a better design. 
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Front elevation of office block. 


REINSTATEMENT OF OFFICES AT COVENTRY 
for Armstrong Siddeley Motors, Ltd. 


LEONARD 7. MULTON, FRIBA, ARCHITECT 


» 


















































Scate oF FLEET 








Detail of plumbing duct. 


Veggie half of the original office block was destroyed 

during the war. These photographs and plans 
illustrate the reinstated portion. As soon as conditions 
allow, the remainder of the old block will be refaced 
in harmony with the new section. 

The building occupies a narrow site, one side and 
the rear adjoining factory shops. A sound barrier 
was therefore planned by locating the stair well and 
lavatories along the rear wall. 

The walls are load-bearing brickwork, finished 
externally in deep plum-coloured facings. All lintols 


are concealed by a masking veneer of brickwork. 
Piers are 14 in. thick, the aprons to windows 11 in. 
cavity work. Special bricks are used for heading 
course to window recess and top splayed course of 
plinth. 
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General view of foyer. Below : Stairs in entrance foyer. 


Reconstructed Portland stone is used for copings, 


main entrance frame and cills. Jn situ stone rendering 
is used for the gateway entrance. 

The walls and floor of the foyer are terrazzo. Floor 
panels are in light and dark green aggregate, divided 
by 1-in. wide black plastic lines; these lines follow 
up the walls of Hopton stone terrazzo to form sunken 
joints between panels. The stairs are terrazzo with 
stepped coved strings and there is a dark green terrazzo 
capping to the solid balustrade.. The inquiry counter 
has a terrazzo front and black plastic top. 

The shaped false ceiling masking structural beams is 
coloured deep mushroom pink and pale lemon with a 
pink speckle. ‘The ceiling contains concealed lighting 
troughs, concealed strip lighting and recessed spot 
lights. 

Low-pressure steam-heated convector heaters are 
concealed behind casings to match wall finishes. The 
grilles are removable. All pipes are concealed in floor 
trenches. 

Furniture in the foyer was specially designed ; 
leather and fabric upholstery takes up the colours of 
the walls and ceiling. Mahogany and sycamore 
veneers are used for the tables. ' 

Lavatories have tiled walls and terrazzo w.c. 
divisions and floors. Cisterns to w.c.’s are concealed 
in a cased plumbing duct serving male and female 
lavatories on either side. This duct is used for all 
soil, waste, supply and heating pipes. Only two rain- 
water pipes appear on the exterior of the building at 
the rear. 

Walls and ceilings of offices are painted with plastic 
emulsion paint, the floor finish being magnesite 
jointless flooring. Internal cills are terrazzo. 

The quantity surveyor for -the scheme was Mr. 
A. Gordon Robottom, F.R.I.C.S. (Robottom and 
Berry). 

The main contractors were, Messrs. Thos. Bates and 
Sons, Ltd., and sub-contractors were as follows : 

Bricks, Proctor and Lavender and London Brick 
Co., Ltd.; ‘‘ Bison” floors, Concrete, Ltd.; metal 
windows, John Gibbs, Ltd. ; precast stone, Constone, 
Ltd. ; terrazzo and jointless flooring, Roman Mosaic, 
Ltd. ; electrical work, Lee Beesley, Ltd.; heating, 
K. L. Paton Co., Ltd.; sanitary fittings; Griffin 
Foundry, Ltd. ; folding gate, Bolton Gate Co., Ltd. ; 
asphalting, Birmingham Asphalte and Paving Co., 
Ltd.; special decorations, Prodorite, Ltd.; special 
furnishings, Lee Longland and Co., Ltd. 
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REINSTATEMENT 
OF OFFICES AT 
COVENTRY 


Entrance doors from inside 
foyer. 
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View from forecourt, looking south, showing blocks 1, 2 and 3. 


“OAKE COURT,” PORTINSCALE ROAD, PUTNEY, S.W.15 


TRENWITH WILLS, FRIBA, ARCHITECT 


View of block 1 looking east 
and showing rear elevation 
of one of the single houses. 
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View from north end of site, showing two single houses for married officers. 


Shee scheme for married officers’ quarters for the 
Territorial Army in Portinscale-road, Putney, 
known as ‘‘ Oake Court,” consists of three blocks 
each arranged on three floors to provide six flats. 
There are also two detached houses comprising one 
married quarter per house and so sited as to form 
closing lodges to the central lawn. ‘The three blocks 
and the two houses are built in “ Rusper” and 


Living-room of one of the 
single houses shown above. 


“Farnham ” hand-made facing bricks with rusticated 
quoins and surmounted by a reconstructed stone 
cornice. ‘The central block has a pedimented central 
feature. 

All the main entrance doorcases are in painted wood 
in the Georgian manner and of varying designs. The 
sloping roofs are covered with hand-made sand-faced 
tiles. The metal window casements are set in wood 
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Ground-floor plan. 
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frames. In the case of the flat 
blocks the floors are in precast 
hollow blocks and the staircases 
are im situ reinforced concrete. In 
the case of the single houses, the 
first floors and the staircases are 
in timber. The floor finishes on 
the concrete are jointless flooring 
generally with ‘‘ Accotile”’ floors 
and skirtings in kitchens, bath- 
rooms and w.c.’s. 


In the living-room in each quarter 
there is an open fire with a natural 
Bath stone fireplace surround (each 
of different design) built to archi- 
tect’s details and executed by the 
stonemason. The hearths are in 


black egg-shell glazed tiles. The 


flats do not rely on external bal- 
conies for communication but are 
all entered directly from the stair- 
case halls. 

The garden layout (not yet com- 
pleted) consists simply of areas of 
lawn. Care has been taken to retain 
as many existing old trees as possible 
in order to preserve the amenity of 
the site. Two further houses, 
similar to those at the entrance, 
have been planned at the rear of the 
site. Pram stores have been pro- 
vided with covered access from the 
rear of each block’s entrance hall. 
Garage accommodation is planned 
for the future. 

Interior. —All quarters are fully 
furnished with furniture chosen by 
and at the expense of the Terri- 
torial Army, as are all carpets, 
curtains and domestic utensils pro- 
vided for the use of tenants. 

The cost of the 20 quarters, 
including all external services, roads, 
etc., was £58,870. 

Mr. A. W. West, F.R.I.C.S., was 
the quantity surveyor for the scheme. 

The general contractors were 
Messrs. W. R. Oldham, Ltd., of 
Catford, S.E.6. Following is a list 
of sub-contractors : 
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Detail of entrance to block 3. 


Facing bricks, Passmore, Ltd. ; pre- 
cast concrete beam floors, Fabricrete, 
Ltd., Worcester Park, Surrey ; joinery, 
Jayanbee Joinery, Ltd., Uxbridge ; 
ironmongery and roof tiling, B. Finch 
and Co., Ltd., Barkingside, Essex ; 





steel casements, Crittall and Co., 
Ltd. ; sanitary fittings, T. Crapper and 
Co., Ltd. ; coloured composition floor- 
ing, The Great Metropolitan Flooring 
Co.; hot water supply, Ascot Gas 
Water Heaters; Accotile flooring, 
The Armstrong Cork Co., Ltd. 

Reconstructed stone, Wettern Bros., 
Ltd., Croydon ; electrical installation, 
Locke and Soares, Ltd.; stone fire- 
places, Mr. F. Harris; T.A. plaques 
(artificial stone), H. E. Gaze and Co., 
Ltd.; interior paint, T. and R. 
Williamson, Ltd.; exterior paint, 
R. Gay and Co.; garden work and 
demolition of original house on site, 
H. Archer, Ltd.; interior furniture 
and furnishings, Shinners, Ltd., Sutton, 
Surrey. 


“QAKE COURT,” 
PORTINSCALE ROAD, 
PUTNEY, S.W.15 


View of block 1 looking south. 
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RESTORATION 


Pl eae HOUSE was given to the 
nation by the present Duke of 
Wellington to be used as a ‘‘ Wellington 
Museum” in which historic possessions 
of his famous ancestor would be on view 
to the public. In order to get Apsley 
House into a condition to house the new 
museum, the Ministry of Works has 
carried out an extensive programme of 
restoration in consultation with the Dir- 
ector of the Victoria and Albert Museum. 
The total cost of repair, decoration and 
restoration work, excluding furnishings, 
was £50,000. 


INTERNAL WORK 


Ground Floor.—The -walls of the inner 
and outer halls have been marbled to 
match as near as possible the original. The 
Plate and China Room (sometimes called 
the Muniment Room or Museum) where 
the walls are lined with show cases, is 
paint-finished. A small room off the 
inner hall has been prepared as the office. 

First Floor.—The large reception rooms 
are on this floor and they had to be restored 
and redecorated to serve as the main 
galleries of the «museum. The walls 
of two of them, the Portico Room and the 
Striped Drawing Room, have been re- 
lined with new silk damask of similar 
designs to the original, while in others, for 


"M.O.W. Photographs : Crown Copyright reserved. 


The Piccadilly Drawing Room after restoration. 
have been distempered and panel radiators fitted in dado. 


THE BUILDER 


OF APSLEY HOUSE, PICCADILLY 
Ministry of Works £50,000 Scheme at “ Wellington Museum” 


reasons of economy, a similar effect has 
been obtained with specially printed 
papers. The remaining rooms on this 
floor have painted walls, the colours 
following the original as closely as possible. 

Much of the gilded surfaces had deteri- 
orated badly, but in order to limit expendi- 
ture the new areas of gilding have been 
confined to the most badly worn parts. 
By ‘‘ toning down” the new areas it has 
been possible to produce a blended appear- 
ance. 

Waterloo Gallery—This room is one 
of the additions to the house and the 
effect of the new dark red wallpaper and 
the highly decorated and gilded walls, 
ceilings, door and windows is typical of the 
period. The sliding shutters, mirrored 
on the inside, can be drawn across the 
windows. 

Portico Room.—The ornamented ceiling 
had been considerably damaged and it was 
necessary to lift it and strengthen the 
plaster key before decorating to the colour 
scheme shown on Robert Adam’s original 
drawings in the Soane Museum. 

Dining-room.—A_ special problem was 
the repairs to the ‘‘ Scagliola”’ or imita- 
tion marble pilasters and fireplace sur- 
round. For this work the services of an 
Italian specialist craftsman were employed. 
The installation of the new radiators be- 
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hind the oak panelling presented another 
difficulty which was solved by facing them 
with an oak veneer. 

A new staircase to give access to the 
basement was constructed from the inner 
hall on the ground floor. The basement 
was adapted to provide offices and rooms 
for staff, and a ‘‘ strong”? room. A new 
boiler house for the central heating 
system was installed in what was the first 
Duke’s kitchen, and public lavatories were 
provided. The badly damaged covered 
way at the main entrance was removed 
and the forecourt paving repaired. 

The main contractors were Messrs, 
F. G. Minter (Decorations), Ltd., and the 
following sub-contractors were engaged : 


Structural steelwork, Measures Bres (1911), Lid.; 
hollow tile roofing, Caxton Floors, Ltd.; asphalt 
roofing and pitchmastic flooring, The Excel Asphalt 
Co., Ltd.; patent glazing, Aygee, Ltd.; terrazzo, Art 
Pavements and Decorations, Ltd.; metal windows, 
Crittall Manufactyring Co., Ltd. ; special decorations, 
Ernie Bayliss, Ltd.; ornamental laylights (repairs), 
J. Preedy and Sons, Ltd. ; inlaid floor margin (repairs), 
Great Met. Flooring Co., Ltd.; wrought-iron 
balustrade, S. W. Farmer and Son, Ltd.; _ reglazing 
dome, Bond and Co. ; ironmongery, Comyn Ching and 
Co., Ltd., and Yannedis and Co., Ltd.; sanitary 
fittings, J. Chater and Sons, Ltd. ; wallpaper to Water- 
loo Gallery, supplied by Cole and Sons (Wallpapers), 
Ltd. ; wallpaper to Yellow Drawing-room, supplied by 
John Line and Sons, Ltd.; restoration of stonework 
(contractor), Szerelmey, Ltd.; scaffolding for restora- 
tion of stonework, Palmers Travelling Cradles and 
Scaffold Co., Ltd. 

The contractors for the engineering services were: 
Electric lighting and power installation, G. W. Day 
and Co., Ltd.; central heating system, Johnson and 
Tanner, Ltd.; new lifts, Evans Lifts, Ltd.; ash hoist, 
Aldous and Campbell, Ltd. 

Suppliers of the new silk damask were: Red striped 
silk, Gaingborough Silk Weaving Co., Sudbury, 
Suffolk ; Apsley green damask, Warner Bros., Braintree, 
Essex ; the hanging of the silks and the making of the 
banquettzs, Hampton and Sons, Ltd. 


The Portico Room restored. The walls have been relined with 
new green silk. Heating panels are fitted in dado. 
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Aerial view of Maple Lodge Works. 


MAPLE LODGE SEWERAGE WORKS, HERTFORDSHIRE 
for the Colne Valley Sewerage Board 


SANDFORD FAWCETT AND PARTNERS, CONSULTANT ENGINEERS 


hr: opening of the Maple Lodge 


Sewerage Works by the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Hertfordshire on July 12 
last, marked the completion of a scheme 
for dealing with sewage disposal problems 
in the Colne Valley area. Work on the 
project was held up during the war, but 
attempts were made before the war 
ended to obtain approval to recommence 
contracts and Government permission 
was granted in the spring of 1945. 

The Colne Valley Scheme is essentially 
a system of trunk sewers designed to link 
up the sewerage systems of the com- 
munities to be served into a single system, 
with a central works at which the sewage 
from the whole area is treated. The local 
sewers originally drained to disposal works 
or pumping stations situated in the river 
valleys. For this reason and in order to 


take advantage as much as possible of a 
gravitation system, the new trunk sewers 
are laid along these valleys. In some 
cases they intercept the local sewers at 
one or more points. In others, they 
terminate at local pumping stations or 
disposal works. The Maple Lodge Works 
are now dealing with sewage from Amer- 
sham, Chorleywood, Rickmansworth, 
Bushey, Leavesden, Watford, Boreham- 
wood, Elstree, St. Albans and Redbourn. 

The total length of the trunk sewers is 
about 55 miles, the greater part being 
constructed of spun concrete, spun iron, 
or steel pipes of circular section varying 
in diameter from 15 to 75 ins., laid in open 
trench and surrounded in concrete. A 
total of about six miles of sewers has been 
constructed in tunnel, often requiring the 
use of a shield and compressed air. 


In the comparatively short tunnel 
section constructed before the war, cast- 
iron segments were used and these were 
lined with concrete applied by the “ gun- 
ite” process, screeded to a smooth finish. 
After the war the price of cast-iron 
increased so much that the use of precast 
concrete segments was considered. Such 
segments had been used successfully in 
dry conditions. An experimental length was 
therefore constructed and was found to 
be so successful that this type of segment 
was subsequently used for the remaining 
sections of the system constructed in 
tunnel, thus effecting a very considerable 
saving in capital cost. 

Being laid in the river valleys, most of 
the sewers are below river level and as 
the purified sewage has to be discharged 
into the river, it was evident that at some 
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MAPLE LODGE SEWERAGE WORKS, HERTFORDSHIRE : Site plan. 


stage pumping would be necessary. The 
site chosen for the treatment works, like 
most land in the river valleys of the dis- 
trict, is liable to flood, and the con- 
struction of large tanks in such ground is 
very difficult and costly; and for this 
reason, and to avoid the danger of flood- 
ing, the works at Maple Lodge were 
constructed largely above ground. 

The main pumping station is sited at 
Juniper Hill, near Rickmansworth, a 
distance of about a mile-and-a-half from 
the works site. In addition there are two 
others, one on the Maple Lodge site, and 
another a short distance to the west of 
the works. 

At Maple Lodge all electric power 
required is generated in the power house. 
In addition to the power house and 
sludge treatment building, the other 
principal buildings on the site are the 
administration building, containing board 
room, offices and laboratories, and the 
maintenance block, comprising work- 
shops, stores, garage, etc. 

One of the features of mechanised 
sewage treatment is the comparatively 
small area of land required. By com- 
bining mechanisation with a compact 
layout, the Maple Lodge Works (including 
future extensions for which provision has 
been made) occupy only 26 acres, as 
compared with about 500 acres, which is 
the aggregate area of the local disposal 
works the Board’s Scheme replaces. 


The Board have built a small estate of 
20 houses in Maple Cross for the accommo- 
dation of employees. 

Others who contributed their services 
to this scheme are :—Mr. D. M. Walker, 
M.Eng., M.Inst.C.E. (chief resident engin- 
eer works), Mr. J. M. Noble, M.Inst.C.E. 
(chief resident engineer sewers) and Mrs. 
S. M. Haywood, A.R.I.B.A., A.I.L.A., 
(landscaping, Maple Lodge). Following 
is a list of main contractors and sub- 
contractors :— 

Air Control Installations, Ltd., air condition- 
ing plant; Activated Sludge, Ltd., diffused 
air equipment ; Braithwaite and Co. Engin- 
eers, Ltd., branch sewers ; British Insulated 
Callenders Cables, Ltd., high and low tension 
cable distribution and control systems ; 
Bruce Peebles, Ltd., power transformers ; 
B.V.C. Industrial Constructions, Ltd., coal 
handling plant ; Crompton Parkinson, Ltd., 
750 K.V.A. main alternators and air com- 
pressor motors ; Dorr Oliver Co., Ltd., sludge 
disposal plant comprising vacuum filters, 
sludge drying and incineration plant ; George 
Ellison, Ltd., L.T. distribution switchgear ; 
Evershed and Vignoles, Ltd., remote control 
and supervisory equipment ; Wm. E. Farrer, 
Ltd., Mieder scrapers ; Howard Farrow, Ltd., 
trunk sewers, access road, flood relief channel 
and weir; Ferguson Pailin and Co., Ltd., 
3-3 K.V. distribution and control switch- 
gear; W. and C. French, Ltd., branch 
sewers, West Hyde pumping station, pumping 
station, pumping mains, sludge disposal 
buildings, wharf, elutriation tanks, adminis- 
tration and maintenance buildings ; roads. 

Harland Engineering Co., Ltd., grit pumps 


and auxiliary pumps; Hartleys (Stoke-on- 
Trent), Ltd., final settlement tank scraper 
mechanism ; Hathorn Davey and Co., Ltd., 
pumping plant for the Juniper Hill, West 
Hyde, Maple Cross and sludge pumping 
stations ; Alfred Herbert and Co., Ltd., coal 
pulverisers ; John Howard and Co. 'Ltd., 
Juniper Hil! pumping station, sedimentation, 
storm and aeration tanks; Hussey, Egan 
and Pickmere, Ltd.,+ grit channels, com- 
minutor chambers, sludge pumping station, 
copperas store, final settlement and sludge 
digestion tanks and works roads ; Jones and 
Attwood, Ltd., comminutors ; George Kent, 
Ltd., sewage, water and air metering equip- 
ment ; Kinnear Moodie and Co., Ltd., trunk 
sewers and precast concrete segments for 
tunnel sewers; Lea Recorder Co., Ltd. 
sewage flow recording equipment ; Malcolm 
and Allen, Ltd., sludge disposal plant wiring 


National Gas and Oil Engine Co., Ltd., 
main power plant and air compression plant ; 
Paterson and Dickinson, Ltd., trunk sewers ; 
Poole and Partners, gas detection equipment ; 
Reavell and Co., Ltd., turbo air compressors ; 
J. W. Russell and Co., Ltd., electric wiring. 
and cabling; G..H. Smith, Ltd., water- 
proofing and tunnel sewers ; Spanner Boilers, 
Ltd., exhaust waste heat recovery plant; 
G. Percy Trentham, Ltd., power house 
A. Waddington and Sons, Ltd., trunk sewers ; 
Wallace and Tiernan, Ltd., chlorination plant 
associated with sludge conditioning ; Watford 
Electric and Manufacturing Co., Ltd., L.T. 
distribution and motor control switchgear ; 
Wilson Lovatt and Co., Ltd., excavation and 
floor slabs for sedimentation, storm water 
and aeration tanks (pre-war contract) ; Winton 
Hayes, Ltd., branch sewers. 
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BOOK 


BUILDING IN ENGLAND Down To 1540. By 
L. F. Salzman, F.S.A. Pp. xvi, 630. 
Illustrated. Published by the Clarendon 
Press, Oxford. 50s. net. 


"THE author of this important and admir- 

able book is not concerned to traverse 
the well-worn field of architectural develop- 
ment up to his terminus, the year 1540, when 
the Reformation and the Renaissance put 
an end to the Middle Ages. He takes that 
knowledge for granted in the reader; but he 
assumes, with full justification, that very few 
people—even among those who possess a 
wide knowledge of historical architecture— 
are competent to ascertain the technical 
facts about medieval building from the sur- 
viving accounts, contracts, and other docu- 
ments. 

He himself, author of English Industries 
in the Middle Ages and several subsequent 
books on kindred subjects, as well as editor 
of that mammoth undertaking, The Victoria 
County Histories, can decipher the ap- 
parently indecipherable calligraphy of ancient, 
stained and tattered documents with confi- 
dence, yet even he confesses to frequent 
doubts as to the meaning of many of the 
terms encountered. A great part of them 
are written in dog-Latin incomprehensible 
even to those who have enjoyed a so-called 
“ classical” education, for the dog-Latin in- 
cludes innumerable latinised English words. 
Others are written in medieval French freely 
interspersed with gallicised English words; 
others again in English of Chaucer’s time or 
earlier. For example, the word “ voussoir ” 
may be spelt “ wowser” or “vowcer” in 
English; our word “tracery” is seldom or 
never used, being rendered as “forme” or 
“ forme-piece ”; “centring” may appear 
as “ cyntros,” “cintrillos,” “ cyntrelis,” “ cyn- 
tours,” “ centures,” or “syntrees ”’; a wicket 
may be “ guigetta,” “‘ wyketta,” or “ wike.” 
Among Latin words, fenestrae usually means 
“shutters,” not “windows.” Strange to 
say, euphemisms were often employed to 
disguise a privy as “jakes” or “gong ”"— 
just as we absurdly speak of a “ lavatory,” 
or “toilet,” or “convenience ”"—and it ap- 


pears in medieval documents as “rere- 
dorter,” “necessaria,” “garderobe,” or 
* withdraught.” 


The author’s chapter on various types of 
nails fills 14 pages with hundreds of terms, 
four pages are devoted to hinges, and there 
is a whole vocabulary of obscure words 
connected with thatching—a relatively minor 
craft. Taken together, the technical terms 
used in English building during the Middle 
Ages run into many thousands. Previous 
scholars—notably Professor Willis a century 
ago—have studied the nomenclature of the 
industry, but Mr. Salzman surpasses them 
all. He has examined some 1,500 original 
documents and some 2,000 printed books. 
His own volume contains 650 large and 
packed pages, including lengthy indices; but 
jt is so arranged that any intelligent reader 
can digest it easily. The latter part of it 
consists of three appendices. In the first 
appendix he quotes some 130 passages 
{mercifully translated) from contemporary 
writings in which building -is described. The 
next comprises 123 original building con- 
tracts, all that he has been able to trace, 
reproduced in full: most of them are in 
Latin or in French and are not translated. 
The third quotes in full 10 original contracts 
for sérvice made with masons or other 
craftsmen, mostly in Latin. 

The rest of the book contains an exhaust- 
ive study of all aspects of building 
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procedure, compiled. from the documents 
reproduced and from many others. Only 
a learned scholar could have accomplished 
this considerable task, and all future writers 
on medieval building will turn to this 
volume with admiration and gratitude. 

In his first chapter, ““ Masons and Archi- 
tects,” he demolishes popular fallacies about 
the monks, but gives them a little more 
credit than Dr. Coulton ever did. He 
deals with the claim of Alan of Walsing- 
ham, Elias of Dereham and other clerics to 
be regarded as architects, and has something 
to say about Geoffrey Chaucer and William 
of Wykeham. He admits that plans and 
detail drawings were used. He _ gives 
examples of jerry-building, and points out 
that, while the good buildings have survived, 
the bad ones have collapsed and have been 
forgotten. Two chapters on “ Organisa- 
tion” explain the differences between the 
various trades, masons and carpenters being 
the most important. Joiners had little to do 
with medieval buildings, and _ bricklayers 
did not appear on the scene till near the 
end of the Gothic period. 

Building labour was very fluid. The num- 
bers employed on royal contracts in the 
summer season were large, e.g., 435 men at 
Westminster Abbey in 1253, 538 at Car- 
narvon Castle in 1295, 710 at Windsor 
Castle in 1344. Forced labour was utilised 
on royal buildings, and both materials and 
transport were requisitioned. On _ the 
greater contracts, temporary hutments for 
workmen, besides “lodges” (i.e., work- 
shops), had to be provided. Passwords and 
hand-grips were actually used in the guilds 
and subsequently introduced into “ specu- 
lative ” freemasonry. 

Some contracts with master-masons (or 
architects) permitted them to undertake 
other work, i.e., to conduct “ private prac- 
tice.” Information is given about appren- 
ticeship, hours of work, employment in wet 
weather, use of artificial light, and work on 
“holy days.” Under the head of “ Wages,” 
particulars are. supplied of overtime pay, 
bonuses, time off for “snacks” between 

eals, and the issue of aprons, gloves and 
straw-hats! 

Next come 15 chapters dealing meticu- 
lously with all branches of construction 
and with materials. Remarkably deep 
foundations for two church towers at Bristol 
are described. The various kinds of stone 
used, especially in London, are discussed. 
Most moulded and carved masonry was 
worked at the quarry, and in later periods 
many stone windows were prefabricated 
and stocked in standard sizes! Stone was 
sometimes laid on the wrong bed with 
disastrous results. Much “fanciful non- 
sense” has been written about “ masons’ 
marks.” Nothing much new is recorded on 
medieval brickwork: up to the second 
quarter of the 14th century most bricks 
were imported, and many of the earliest 
brickmakers in England were Flemings or 
Germans. The chapter on “ Mortar” opens 
with the startling dictum that Roman mor- 
tar “is neither better nor worse than that 
produced in later periods.” Old mortar 
was sometimes re-used, and sea-sand was 
occasionally employed. The rubble masonry 
inside churches was usually plastered, seldom 
left exposed; and the plastered surface was 
often painted to simulate masonry joints. 
The use of gold leaf, and the composition 
of medieval paint, are treated in detail. 
The interesting chapter on “Glazing” 
deals fully with glass-painting, and men- 
tions that all coloured glass seems to have 
been imported from the Continent. 
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“ Wattle-and-Daub” construction 


Even 
has a whole chapter to itself, for this rudi- 


mentary form of building provided the 
majority of medieval dwelling-houses; and 
log construction, as at Greensted Church, 
was far too costly for ordinary folk. 
Timber-framed houses naturally figure 
prominently in the book. The author 
quotes several cases of such houses being 
moved from one site to another, and states 
that many or most of them were prefabri- 
cated in workshops, the various parts being 
marked for assembly on the site. The 
chapters on roofs and roofing, though in- 
teresting enough, do not contain much new 
information of note; but the chapter on 
“Timber” begins with the cheerful state- 
ment that “the medieval builder had no 
hesitation about using green timber.” Oak, 
sometimes imported, was the normal tim- 
ber used in English buildings; but Baltic 
softwood was also used from the 13th 
century onwards. As for internal wood- 
work, linenfold panelling appears in old 
documents as “draperye pannelle,” and 
lambruscare means “to panel.” 

The long chapter on “ Plumbing, Water- 
supply and Sanitation” tells us that lead 
was carted and floated from the wild moors 
of Upper Nidderdale, Yorkshire, to Wind- 
sor Castle in 1363, teams of 10 oxen being 
used for the first stage of the journey. The 
12 pages on  water-supply are really 
excellent. It is strange to read of running 
water being laid on to baths in royal 
palaces in the 13th century, and of running 
hot water in the bath in Westminster 
Palace in 1351. As for sanitation, the 
accounts of medieval latrines and cesspits 
will doubtless shock polite modern readers. 
The mysterious “underground passages” 
so often found and romanticised in England 
are here explained away as former storm- 
water sewers, now disused. 

Scaffolding formed a substantial item in 
medieval building costs, as one would 
imagine, for at Westminster Abbey it had 
to be 100 ft. high; and it is noteworthy that 
scaffolds were sometimes furnished with 
screens to protect workmen from wind and 
rain. Other forms of plant, including lifting 
appliances and pile-drivers, are fully des- 
cribed. The tools used by the various build- 
ing crafts, writes the author, “ varied little 
between the Roman period and the 19th 
century ”; but the names given to them at 
various periods were legion. Here again, 
nomenclature is confusing; and when one 
reads of a man “stelyng” tools, it means 
“re-steeling” (asceratione in dog-Latin), 
not “stealing,” as one might suppose. 
Planes and “ breast-augurs” were hardly 
ever used in house construction. Glue was 
generally made from fish-bladders, and dog- 
fish skins were employed for final smoothing 
of woodwork where we should use sand- 
paper. A final chapter deals with the car- 
riage of materials. 

This brief selection of interesting points 
culled from Mr. Salzman’s fine work, itself 
distilled from an enormous mass of docu- 
mentary evidence, gives an earnest of the 
value of his book, and makes us thankful 
that a subvention from the Crompton Fund 
in 1949 made its publication possible, 15 
years after he had finished writing it. 

M.S. B. 


.*, Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Book Centre, “ The Builder,’ 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, W.C.2. Cash (which 
should include 6d. to cover postage and 
packing) should accompany the order. 
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TALL FLATS AT 
WIMBLEDON 


Wandsworth B.C.’s Proposal 
Contested 


HEN Mr. Donald S.: Prosser, 

A.R.I.B.A., bought a house in Albert- 
drive, Wimbledon, in 1934, the area was 
quiet and secluded, and between the drive 
and Wimbledon Park-road were 20 to 30 
acres of gardens and parkland on which 
stood two large houses. 

Now, Mr. John Plume told an appeal 
tribunal at County Hall on July 23, he 
found that Wandsworth Borough Council 
proposed to erect three eight- and nine- 
storey blocks of flats on that site, which 
would “overshadow and dominate” his 
house. 

Mr. Plume appeared on behalf of four 
residents of Albert-drive, who appealed 
against the council’s proposals. The appeals 
of the other three were adjourned pending 
the result of Mr. Prosser’s case. 

Respondents were Wandsworth Borough 
Council and the London County Council. 

The London Building Act provides that 
no building over 80 ft. high shall be con- 
structed without the consent of the L.C.C. 

Mr. Plume stated that in 1947 the borough 
council, which had been given permission 
to build on the site, “cast their eyes” on 
the other side of the road on which the 
appellants’ houses stood, but the Minister 
of Town and Country Planning upheld the 
appellants’ objections. 

“Having won a victory in that struggle, 
these owners then found the council which 
had threatened to expropriate their property 
standing like a colossus before them, having 
decided to make ‘the sky the limit’ on the 
other side of the road. They were going 
to erect blocks of eight- and nine-storey 
flats, which would overshadow and dominate 
these houses along Albert-drive.” 

Mr. Prosser, added Mr. Plume, appreciated 
the pressing need for houses and that there 
had to be a certain amount of “give and 
take,” but he felt some reasonable mean 
should be taken between the public need 
and the legitimate interests of owners of 
houses in Albert-drive. 

When it became apparent that the flats 
were to be of the “skyscraper” variety, the 
appellants wrote to the borough council, 
suggesting a conference to see if some “ good 
English compromise ” could be reached, but 
the council’s attitude was “We shall be 
giving you due notice of our proposals and 
you will be entitled to appeal to the 
tribunal.” 

Questioned by Mr. Derek Walker-Smith, 
for Wandsworth Borough Council, Mr. 
Prosser stated that the present value of his 
house was £7,000. Once the flats were 
erected it would be fair to say that £5,000 
would be the most anyone could get for it. 
If the scheme had been mooted as five-storey 
blocks there would have been no objection. 

Called later to give evidence, Mr. Norman 
Albert Peroni, of Albert-drive, one of the 
four residents, said: “ All I am going to 
see in front of me is this massive building, 
with about 70 balconies all overlooking my 
bedroom, my lounge and my garden.” 

Mr. W. H. Beasley, housing architect to 
Wandsworth Borough Council, said that on 
the highest block there was at one end a 
water-tank room and lift housing, which 
took up an extra two feet above the 80 ft. 
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height. At the other end a large storage 
tank and lift over-run were higher than 
80 ft. 

The estate would house 956 persons and 
there were 9,357 families on the borough’s 
housing list. It would be uneconomic to 
reduce the height of the block. With seven 
flats on a floor, every floor taken off would 
mean refusing accommodation to seven 
families. It had been the aim of the council 
to retain the natural beauty of the area, 
and there was no economically feasible alter- 
native to the present proposals. The height 


above 80 ft. was such a smal! amount that. 


it could not be considered to interfere with 
the amenities of surrounding residents. 

Mr. Derek Walker-Smith, in his closing 
address for Wandsworth Borough Council, 
said it was a small matter in the sense that 
the excess in height was small. “The 
objectors are using it to continue the war 
they have been waging against the develop- 
ment of this council estate in this vicinity 
at all,” he said. 

The hearing was concluded. The tribunal’s 
decision will be announced later. 


TOWN PLANNING 
DECISIONS 


Development on Green Belt 


THE Minister of Housing and Local 

Government has given his decision on 
an appeal by Richard Costain, Ltd., against 
Banstead Urban District Council’s refusal to 
approve an application for the construction 
of a number of shops, houses and flats on a 
50-acre site known as the Red House estate, 
Kingswood, Surrey. 

The appellants contended that the develop- 
ment would help to meet the housing shortage 
without detriment to the existing amenities, 
and said it was proposed to build very good- 
class houses at a density of three to the acre 
and selling at from £2,700 to £3,000. 

The Minister has upheld the council’s 
decision. He accepts the view that the 
reasonable residential needs of Banstead can 
adequately be met by the completion of 
partially developed estates, and by the 
development of other land within the urban 
district, which the local planning authority 
proposed to allocate for the purpose. In 
these circumstances the Minister considers 
that the Red House estate land, which is 
within the Green Belt, should be kept free 
from development, and he has accordingly 
decided to dismiss the appeal. 


Bungalow on Smallholding 


THE appeal of Mr. W. G. Edwards 
against the refusal of Caterham and Warling- 
ham U.D.C. to allow him to build a 
bungalow on a 20-acre site in Lunghurst- 
road, Woldingham, which he proposed to 
develop as a smallholding, has been upheld 
by the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government. 

The council’s refusal was made on the 
ground that the development would be an 
undesirable encroachment upon the slopes 
of a very beautiful valley which it was pro- 
posed should form part of the Green Belt. 

The Minister states that, whilst he agrees 
with the council as to the need for strict 
control of development in areas such as that 
at Lunghurst-road, he considers that the 
appellant’s obvious need of help in main- 
taining his land and his apparent ability and 
willingness to site the proposed dwelling- 
house in an unobtrusive position, proyides 


August 22 1952 


reasonable grounds, on this occasion, to 
, grant the appeal. 


Factory at Surbiton 


THE Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has given his finding on an 
appeal by Messrs. Wm. A. Storey and Part- 
ners against the Surbiton Borough Council's 
refusal to allow unconditional planning con- 
sent for the erection of a factory for light 
assembly work on land at the rear of 101, 
Ewell-road, Surbiton. 

The Minister states that he has given care- 
ful consideration to all the facts before him 
and notes that the council’s scheme to 
redevelop the area for industrial purposes 
will involve the demolition of a substantial 
number of dwellings which at present have 
useful lives of some 25 to 30 years, and the 
demolition and re-siting of factories. He 
also notes that the council van give no 
estimate of the period within which the 
redevelopment will take place. He has 
accordingly come to the conclusion that the 
council’s proposals are unlikely to become 
effective during the period for which it is 
possible to make a reasonably firm forecast 
of developments, and he would not, there- 
fore, be justified in upholding the limitation 
on the permission imposed by the council. 
He has accordingly decided to allow |the 
appeal and to permit the erection of a Saeilory 
for light assembly work on the Jand, on 
condition that the design and _ external 
appearance shall be as agreed between the 
appellants and the local planning authority, 
or, in default of agreement, as determined 
by the Minister. 


LICENCE ALLOCATION 
Warwick’s Petition to Ministry 


UILDERS in the Midlands will watch 
with interest the outcome of a petition 
which Warwick Rural Council has decided 
to.make to the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government for a special allocation 
of additional private building licences, 
writes a correspondent. 

At a special meeting of the council’s 
emergency committee which acts for the 
council during the August recess, Mr. E. A. 
Lyne, the surveyor, reported that there were 
more than five timés as many applications 
for building licences as were allotted in the 
whole annual quota. More than 50 of the 
licences are requested in block form by six 
local builders. 

An important item in the petition is that 
all the builders who have applied for block 
licences have land available on which to 
erect houses, and state that they could com- 
plete the number of houses asked for in 12 
months. 

The committee also believes that there are 
“special circumstances” in their case in 
that a number of applications come from 
a firm which is engaged on the newly 
designated “super priority ” production and 
the demand is exceptionally high because 
the Warwick rural area includes several 
parishes on the outskirts of Coventry and 
Leamington which centain suitable building 
sites for people working in those towns. 


Elected Officers 


In a list of elected officers for the Sheffield. 
South Yorkshire and District Society of 
Architects and Surveyors given in our issue 
of August 15, the vice-president’s name was 
wrongly given. It should have read H. A. 
Hickson, F.R.1.B.A. 
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SCHOOL BUILDINGS IN 
KENT 


Nearly 4,000 Extra Places Provided 


TEW school buildings and additions to 
2 existing schools giving 3,920 extra 
places for pupils will be brought into use 
next term by the Kent Education Com- 
mittee. Buildings likely to be used for the 
first time next term include :— 

Challock.—New primary school building 
to replace the existing premises. There will 
be accommodation for 120 children. This 
is rather larger than the present needs of 
the village demand, but places will be avail- 
able for children from the outlying area. 
The new building is of permanent construc- 
tion and will be the first new village school 
in premises designed and. newly built for 
primary education purposes to be opened 
since the war by the Kent Education 
Authority. 

Bexley, Welling—Crook Log Primary 
School, a building for 240 infants. 

Chislehurst and Sidcup (St. Paul’s Cray). 
-——Midfield Way Primary School, which pro- 
vides for 360 infants in nine classrooms. 
This is the latest of several new schools 
opened in the last two years to serve the 
needs of the large L.C.C. housing estate. 
On the same site, Midfield Way Junior 
School for 520 children is at present being 
built and will probably be ready for use 
early in 1953. 

Crayford—Normandy Primary School, 
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Colyer’s-lane, which comprises buildings for 
360 pupils. 

Gravesend.—A major extension to the 
existing Technical School for Girls at 
Wombwell Hall. The additional classrooms 
and practical rooms will give accommodation 
for about 150 more pupils, ‘thus freeing 
premises in Gravesend for much-needéd 
Further Education accommodation. Also 
extensions to the existing Sch of Arts 
and Crafts at Overcliffe will be officially 
opened on September 17. 

Maidstone——Oldborough Manor Secon- 
dary School, Boughton-lane. The first part 
of this school was opened about a year 
ago. The second instalment is now almost 
complete and will accommodate about 300 
pupils. Shepway Junior School is another 
new building for 520 boys and girls in 13 
classrooms. This will later become a single 
sex school when a second building is erected 
on the site. The Shepway Estate, one of 
the largest of the post-war housing estates 
in Kent apart from that at St. Paul’s Cray, 
has presented a school building problem 
of some magnitude. Shepway Infants’ 
School, partly built of aluminium, has now 
been in use for some time, and at Shepway 
Court a temporary school for 240 juniors 
has been opened. About two years hence 
there will probably be another primary 
school in the area of this estate. 

Ramsgate.—Newington Infants’ School, a 
building for 360 pupils, which will serve the 
needs of the new housing estate. They are 
near the Newington Junior School, which 
was brought into use about.a year ago. 
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Rochester—Delce Primary School, a2 
building for 480 pupils, again serving the 
needs of the housing estate. 

Sittingbourne—Batrow - grove Primary 
School, which provides for 400 pupils in 10 
classrooms and serves an area which has a 
growing population. 


Tunbridge Wells—The former private 
residence at 22, Broadwater-down has been 
converted into a secondary school for about 
240 boys to be used in conjunction with 
the temporary accommodation provided at 
the Huntleys site. 


In addition to the major school develop- 
ments mentioned, extra classrooms in 
wooden buildings will be available at exist- 
ing schools in other parts of the county. 
These temporary classrooms will give extra 
accommodation for about 390 pupils. 


Design of Schools 

The Crook Log School at Bexley has been 
designed by the Borough Engineer, Mr. C. A. 
Joy, F.R.I.C.S. All the other buildings have 
been designed by the Kent County Architect, 
Mr. S. H. Loweth, F.S.A., F.R.I.B.A., and 
his staff, sometimes in collaboration with 
private architects. 


Annual Report 


The Builders’ Clerks’ Benevolent Institu- 
tion, 47, Bedford-square, W.C.1, have pub- 
lished their 85th annual report. The rules 
of the Institution are included as well as a 
list of members. 








NEW HERNE BAY SECONDARY (MIXED) SCHOOL 


pe le above is the design by Messrs. 

Lyons and Israel, in collaboration 
with Mr. S. H. Loweth, F.S.A., F.R.I.B.A., 
Kent County Architect, for the new 
school to be erected in Bullockstone-road, 
Herne Bay. Planned for 510 boys and 
girls, the school stands on high ground 
and will command views in all directions. 

It is a two-storey building with the main 
classrooms and practical rooms in separate 
wings on the upper floors. The two wings 
are separated by the assembly hall which 
forms the hub of the school. The result 
has been a compact and economical plan. 
In spite of this, the entrance to the school 
will be into a well-planned and very light 


foyer which will give a sense of space 
where most desired. 

The gymnasium is a single-storey block, 
planned so that the changing rooms are 
readily accessible to the assembly hall, 
and more particularly to the stage in the 
hall. The advantages of this will be 
appreciated when the school put on any 
dramatic performances. 

The construction of this school is inter- 
esting in that, in the urgent need for 
economy in the use. of steel, it combines 
reinforced concrete framing on the ground 
and first floor, with timber posts and 
lattice trusses to the roof of the first floor. 
The reinforced concrete framing has 
enabled open covered ways to be included 


at the ground-floor level which clearly 
show in the perspective of the school. 

Kentish bricks will be used in the brick 
walls, both externally and internally. 

The reproduction of the perspective, 
unfortunately, cannot convey the colour 
of the building which is an integral part 
of its design. 

The consulting structural engineers are 
Messrs. Malcolm Glover and Partners ; 
the consulting mechanical engineers, 
Messrs. J. Stinton Jones ard Partners ; 
and the quantity surveyors, Messrs. 
Thurgood, Son and Chidgey. 

The main contractors are to be 
Messrs. J. J. Clayson and Son, Ltd., of 
Lyminge, Kent. 
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WHITHER BUILDING ? 
The Views of an Australian Engineer 


(THE great social and economic import- 
ance of the building industry to the 
community was emphasised by Mr. IAN 
LANGLANDS, M.I.Mech.E., _M.I.E.Aust., 
when he, as retiring chairman, addressed the 
Melbourne Division ‘of the Institution of 
Engineers of Australia on April 29, 

“The building industry,” he said, ‘has 
been assailed on all sides, not only in 
Australia but throughout the world, for its 
conservatism, its adherence to old-fashioned 
methods and its failure to take advantage 
of modern technological developments. 
Although some of this criticism is justified 
much of it is unfair as there are very power- 
ful reasons why the building industry is 
inherently conservative.” 

A powerful factor militating against 
radical changes in building materials or 
methods was conservatism on the part of 
the public and especially of financing bodies, 
he said. Another reason for conservatism 
was the large capital investment in a build- 
ing which must be amortised over a long 
period of years if the annual charges were to 
be kept to reasonable proportions. Hence, 
the materials and design must be such that 
the building would have a long life (say 80 
to 100 years for houses) and maintenance 
costs must be low. It was very difficult to 
determine the durability of materials from 
accelerated tests and, in general, the merits 
of the new materials and designs could be 
reliably assessed only by experience extend- 
ing over several years. This was not 
conducive to the rapid adoption of new 
ideas. Designers and builders must, in their 
own interests and in the interests of their 
clients, tend to be conservative. If a mistake 
was made the owner of the building must be 
liable to very considerable expense, possibly 
for the life of the building. It was natural, 
therefore, that architects, engineers and 
builders should prefer materials and designs 
the behaviour of which was known by long 
experience. 

Building regulations, although necessary 
to protect the safety and health of the com- 
munity, also had a very restricting influence. 

In spite of all this, said Mr. Langlands, 
building was changing continuously. 

“At the end of the first world war,” he 
said, “brick veneer construction was 
unknown, fibrous plaster was just replacing 
lath and plaster and there were no other 
types of building board except asbestos 
cement.” 

He went on to review some of the more 
important of the recent developments which 
he thought were likely to leave their mark 
on the building of the future. 

On the subject of mechanisation, Mr. 
Langlands said that one did not need to be 
a production engineer to be aware of the 
opportunities there were for mechanising 
building site operations. However, when 
one looked back over the years one realised 
that in this regard, as in many others, 
changes, imperceptible in themselves but 
amounting in the long run to quite consider- 
able proportions, were taking place. For 
example, concrete mixers had almost entirely 
displaced hand mixing and nowadays it was 
not unusual to see small earth-moving equip- 
ment being used on house sites. Still, much 
remained to be done and it was interesting 
to note that in the wider use of machines 
Britain was ahead of America. 

Summing up, Mr. Langlands said his 
answer to the question “ Whither Building? ” 
was that, although it was unlikely that there 
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would be any revolutionary changes, there 
were nevertheless very significant changes 
taking place. He hoped he had shown that 
whatever its failings, building was not short 
of ideas even though, for many reasons, 
some of which were outside its control, it 
did not always use them to full advantage. 


»HONG KONG 
DEVELOPMENT 


Report on Public Works 


MAY new projects in Hong Kong, either 
just completed or in the course of con- 
struction or at the drawing-board stage, are 
detailed in the progress report of the Hon. 
T. L. Bowrine, O.B.E., Director of Pubiic 
Works, for the second quarter of this year. 
Works completed include the Grantham 
training college in Kowloon, the marine 
licensing station at Tai O, extensions to the 
casualty block, Kowloon Hospital, the con- 
struction of a public pier, seawall and 
reclamation at Cheung Chau and the supply 
of water to the Tung Tau resettlement area 
in Kowloon. 

The Department has a heavy programme 
of works in hand, among them quarters for 
the police at Canton-road, the new Kowloon 
fire station, a new block house at Kam Tin, 
which is nearing completion, the radio and 
weather station at Waglan, diversion of the 
Sung Wong Toi Nullah, the Causeway Bay 
shelter and reclamation, the seawall which 
is nearing completion, a public pier at Tai O, 
pier and preliminary site works at Tai Lam 
Chung, and the laying of mains for the 
Ngau Tau Kok resettlement area. 

During the quarter 783 plans covering 
1,587 buildings were received and 1,106 plans 
covering 2,328 buildings were approved. 
Some 122 domestic permits were issued for 
85 European-type houses, 171 Chinese-type 
houses, a hostel. two blocks of European- 
type flats, six staff quarters, staff quarters for 
one hospital, staff quarters for one factory, 
two blocks of working-class flats; 35 non- 
domestic permits were issued, including six 
factories, two office buildings, four godowns, 
nine shops, a restaurant, two schools, a 
garage, an office and workshop building, a 
service station, a cold storage plant, the wing 
of a school, 16 laans, a dispensary, a saw- 
mill, the new wing of a hospital, extension 
of a school and one machine shop and office 
building. 

Good progress is being maintained on the 
construction of the breakwaters at Cause- 
way Bay and some 40 per cent. of the East 
Arm has been completed. The seawall for 
the reclamation there is now nearing com- 
pletion and work on the causeway to Kellett 
Island has progressed well. 

Good progress is reported on the construc- 
tion of the public pier at Tai O. At Tai 
Lam Chung, work of precasting pier 


members has commenced and a start has | 


also been made on the design details for 
one of the proposed Star Ferry piers. 

Routine reconstruction, resurfacing and 
repairs to many roads in the Colony were 
carried out during the quarter. 

The first stage of the Tytam-Shaukiwan 
water supply scheme has been completed and 
a satisfactory supply is now being provided 
to the Chai Wan resettlement camp. At Sai 
Wan the pipeline to the Royal Air Force 
station there has been completed. 

In connection with preliminary site works 
at Tai Lam Chung, two contracts have been 
let for the surfacing of access roads, con- 
struction of a landing jetty, erection of a 
labour camp and five bungalows, the forma- 
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tion of a road to the filter site at Tsun Wan, 
and erection of two bungalows near the site. 
Survey work is continuing and further 
resumption plans were prepared and sent to 
the District Commissioner, New Territories, 
During May the acting waterworks engineer 
visited the consulting engineers in the United 
Kingdom in connection with the preparation 
of designs and specifications for the various 
parts of the scheme. Following on these 
discussions, indents have been placed for 
items of heavy plant which local contractors 
do not have available, in order to save any 
further loss of time. 


HOUSING PROGRESS IN U.S.A. 
Post-War Demand for Homes Easing 


OwlInNG to the excitement over the Presi- 
dential election in the United States little 
attention has been given to the return in 
the U.S.A. of, the building industry to 
“business as usual,” writes a correspondent. 
So long as the steel strike does not break 
out again in an aggravated form, and pro- 
vided this year’s rise in new construction 
activity ‘continues, by next Christmas it is 
expected that nearly 1,000,000 new family 
units of accommodation will have been built 
during 1952. This figure éxcludes farm units. 

There are, however, signs that the post- 
war demand for homes is beginning to 
slacken off. A similar warning may indeed 
be obtained by a close study of the housing 
census in this country, which above all 
teaches the lesson that our present Rent 
Restriction Acts are preventing the best use 
of existing housing space in Great Britain. 

In the U.S.A. the 1950 census has dis- 
‘closed that there are nearly 3,000,000 dwell- 
ings urgently needing repairs. The new 
units, numbering about 5,000,000 since 1947, 
have eased America’s housing situation, 
although, of course, there are many married 
couples still searching for their own homes. 
But the recent report of the Federal Reserve 
Board indicates a lessening demand for larger 
houses. The Department of Commerce 
calculates that the average annual demand 
in the future for new dwellings will only be 
about 750,000, a quarter of a million less 
than those now being built. This does not 
in any way alarm American house-builders, 
who foresee years of. work maintaining exist- 
ing houses and improving the 3,000,000 
houses now fast degenerating into slums. 


DOCTORS’ HOUSES 
Who Should Design Them? 


A MATTER of interest to architects came up 
for discussion at the Birmingham City Coun- 
cil on August '4 when members investigated 
the problem whether the council or the 
doctors themselves should design and build 
the houses on Birmingham’s post-war hous- 
ing estates allocated for the use of doctors. 

Before the war it was common practice 
for local authorities to lease land on muni- 
cipal estates to doctors who then built their 
own houses. The first doctor’s house in 
Birmingham to be allocated under the post- 
war programme, however, is now being 
designed and built by the Corporation’s 
House Building Committee and _ tentative 
plans have been formed for building further 
houses and surgeries on municipal estates. 

On the other hand, conflicting opinions 
have been expressed on the question whether 
the civic authorities should take over this 
designing and building and the findings of 
this recent meeting are to be reported back 
to the Health Executive and the Birmingham 
City Council. 
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The new roof takes shape inside the protective 
covering. 


BUILDER 


Reinstatement proceeds under tarpaulin cover. 


REINSTATEMENT OF ST. HELIER’S ARMS, 
CARSHALTON 


ROBERT G. MUIR, FRIBA, ARCHITECT 





ie public house is on the L.C.C. St. Helier Estate, and was erected by Messrs. 
Whitbread and Co., Ltd., in 1936. 
bombs were dropped on the building and the roof, containing the second floor, was 


During the war, a number of incendiary 


burnt off. Considerable damage was caused to the first floor, but little or no damage 


to the ground floor except by water. 


A temporary roof was laid over the first floor— 


partially on the old second-floor joists where not burnt through, and partially on 


temporary ceiling joists. 


The reinstatement of the roof is now being carried out, and the problem was to 
keep the whole of the ground floor and most of the first floor (used for staff, kitchens, 
etc.) free from rain during the work. Consequently scaffolding covered with tar- 
paulins had to be constructed so that the whole of the roof, etc., could be built and 


finished inside the tarpaulins. 


span of some 35 ft. and allow easy working space above the ridge. 


The tarpaulined roof had to cover the main roof 


The accompany- 


ing illustrations show how this has been achieved. 


The general contractors are Messrs. Henry Kent, Ltd., of Hither Green. 


The 


scaffolding and temporary covering was carried out by Mills Scaffolding Co., Ltd. 
The roof is being tiled by Finnis Nicholls (Roofing), Ltd. 





FIRE RESEARCH, 1951 


Results of a Year’s Tests 


“BXIRE RESEARCH, 1951” has 

recently been published by the 
Stationery Office for D.S.I.R. and the Fire 
Offices Committee, price 2s.. It consists of 
the reports of the Fire Research Board and 
the director of fire research. 

The total cost of outbreaks cf fire in the 
United Kingdom annually has recently been 
estimated at £22 million. A large propor- 
tion of this total is caused by a small number 
of very large fires. In the report of the 
director of fire research a number of such 
fires which occurred during the years 1944- 
50 have been tabulated. Only fires them- 
selves causing losses of £10,000 or more, and 
occurring in industries in which the annual 
fire loss is at least £100,000, are included. 
The average yearly incidence of such fires 
over the seven years was 170 and the aver- 
age yearly loss more than £7} million. 


Fire in Buildings 
During 1951, fire brigades attended 72,000 
fires and of these 43.000 occurred in build- 


ings. The supposed causes of all fires in 
buildings have been analysed and a study 





of the figures shows that at least 35,000 may 
be considered avoidable. 

The principal single cause of avoidable 
fires was heat or sparks from fires in grates, 
lighting materials, furnishings or fitments. 
More than 9,000 fires were caused in this 
way. Smoking materials were responsible 
for starting 3,600 fires. Of the 2,800 fires 
caused by matches 2,200 were started by 
children playing with them. 

Other fires were caused by hot ashes, flue 
pipes, electric heaters, slow combustion 
stoves, gas fires and candles. Even tapers 
were responsible for 340 fires. 

Houses of the traditional type built since 
the war have a very good fire record. There 
has been an increase in the incidence of 
fires in post-war temporary dwellings such 
as “pre-fabs.” The fire risk in post-war, 
permanent, non-traditional houses is about 
the same as that for pre-war traditional 
houses, although the risk of serious damage 
being done is greater. The main causes of 
outbreaks in this post-war type were again 
heat and sparks from grates and heat from 
flue pipes. 

Safe dwellings can be built using the new 
light forms of construction, The fibre boards 
which are often used in new buildings of 
light materials can now be fireproofed satis- 


factorily. A number of proprietary fire- 
proofing treatments have been tested at the 
Fire Research Station and found effective. 

The increase in the use of prestressed 
concrete in buildings gives a great saving of 
steel and cement. The fire resistance of pre- 
stressed concrete has been studied and the 
results of the early tests show that even 
moderate fires can cause members made of 
this material to disintegrate with explosive 
violence if they are exposed directly to the 
fire. It has been found, however, that 
plaster applied in the usual thickness will 
give protection. It is, therefore, important 
to apply plaster to prestressed concrete and 
to make sure that the plaster is well keyed 
so that it will remain in place to provide 
protection if a fire should occur. 


Fire Tests in Model Houses 


One of the limiting factors in fire research 
has been the expense involved in carrying 
out the full-scale fire tests necessary to 
obtain certain information on the behaviour 
of fires'in buildings. These tests are costly, 


often prohibitively so, and cannot be under- 
taken unless there are very sound reasons 
for them and they can be justified economic- 
ally. Unlike the aeronautical designer and 
the naval architect, the fire research worker 
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has not hitherto been able to experiment 
with scale models. : 

A promising start has been made at the 
Fire Research Station in developing a 
method by which useful information can be 
obtained by experiments with models. A 
number of tests have been carried out at the 
station with models ranging from one- 
twentieth to one-fifth full scale. The results 
obtained compare satisfactorily with those 
recorded previously in full-scale tests on 
similar types of buildings. The further 
development of the use of models will make 
it possible to study fire research problems 
concerning large buildings in a way which 
has not been possible in the laboratory 
before. 


HOUSING PRODUCTION BOARD 
Progress in Eastern Region 


SINCE it was set up last March with a view 
to bringing all those concerned in house 
building in the region into closer consulta- 
tion and co-operation, the Eastern Regional 
Housing Production Board has held ten 
meetings. 

Now able to review the results of its six 
months’ work, the Board has found that the 
factors affecting house production vary 
widely from area to area, but as its broad 
policy, the Board intends to press for an 
accelerated building effort by local authori- 
ties during the next three years and to con- 
tinue to make practical suggestions to those 
authorities which are not able to make 
optimum progress. 

Where there is a shortage of skilled build- 
ing labour the Board’s policy is to 
encourage the building of non-traditional 
houses of which several approved types are 
available for construction in the region. The 
Board is pursuing a policy of publicising the 
fact that modern non-traditional houses com- 
ply with the standards of accommodation 
and construction of traditional brick-built 
houses and are equally permanent, as well 
as being of attractive appearance. 


No Timber for Gates 


Timber licences were refused to Wallasey 
Corporation by the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government when they were requested 
for the provision of gates for the new houses 
on corporation housing estates at Moreton. 


German Patent Specifications 

German patent specifications, delivery of 
which was suspended at the outbreak of 
war in 1939, are again being obtained at 
the Library of Commerce and Technology, 
Leeds. The first consignment, Nos. 800,001 
to 815,938, has arrived and are available for 
consultation. Further consignments are 
expected in due course. Nos. 678,144 to 
800,000, issued during the war and subse- 
quent years, are not available, but under 
an arrangement with the London Patent 
Office, photostat copies of individual patents 
can be obtained, when required, at no cost. 
In order to aid research it has been the 
practice to lend patents to libraries and 
industrial organisations operating outside 
Leeds on written request, and this service 
will be continued. 


Instructional Facilities 

The Department of Building at the 
College. of Commerce and Technology, 
Salmon Pastures, Warren-street, Sheffield 4, 
has issued its prospectus for the session 
1952-53. In it can be found information on 
the various courses conducted in building and 
architecture. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Courses in Chemistry . 


A prospectus published by the North- 
ampton Polytechnic, St. John-street, E.C.1, 
gives details of the part-time courses avail- 
able in pure and applied chemistry for 
1952-53. Classes commence on September 
22, and applications should be made not 
later than five days before that date. 


Change of Title 


The International Tin Research and 
Development Council will in future be 
known as the International Tin Research 
Council... This change will not affect the 
policy of the Council nor alter its current 
activities. 

Housing Exhibition 

The general public will be admitted to an 
exhibition to be held by the National Hous- 
ing and Town Planning Council on October 
29, at the Cambridge Hall, Southport, in 
conjunction with its annual conference. Mr. 
Harold Macmillan, Minister of Housing and 
Local Government, will address _ the 
delegates. 

A Vice-Presidency ‘ 
Mr. C. R. Setter, managing director of 


Stone and Co. (Bristol), Ltd., and president . 


of the South-West Federation of Building 
Trades Employers, is believed to be the 
first builder to hold the office of vice-presi- 
dent of the Bristol Chamber of Commerce 
in the 129 years of its history. 


Pollution of Rivers 


Guidance on the procedure involved in 
making applications to the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government under the 
Rivers (Prevention of Pollution) Act, 1951, 
is given in circular No. 58/52, obtainable 
at the Stationery Office, price 4d. The 
documents and information which should 
accompany such an application are outlined 
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in this circular, supplementing circular No, 
64/51, in which the purposes and main pro- 
visions of the Act are summarised. 


Taxation of Profits 


The second memorandum to the Royal 
Commission on the Taxation of Profits and 
Income has been issued by the Federation 
of British Industries, 21, Tothill-street, 
S.W.1. This memorandum, price 1s. 4d., is 
the latest of four published documents 
which together embody the Federation’s 
views on taxation policy as it affects British 
industry. 


Lead Plumbing Lectures 


The Lead Industries Development Council 
is now arranging its programme for the 
autumn and winter sessions. The services 
of its lecturer and demonstrator, Mr. L. E. 
Allen, M.R.San.I., are available free to all 
technical schgols, and architectural or build- 
ing organisations, etc., anywhere in Great 
Britain. Also available on loan is the film 
“Plumbing in Lead Sheet and Pipe,” in 
16-mm. sound type. Applications for either 
or both facilities, suggesting two or three 
suitable dates, should be addressed to the 
secretary, Lead Industries Development 
Council, Eagle House, Jermyn-street, S$.W.1. 


Financial Statement 


To explain the 1951 financial results of 
the Blue Circle group, a pamphlet, “‘ How 
the Money Went Round in 1951,” has been 
issued by the Associated Portland Cement 
Manufacturers, Ltd, Portland House, 
Tothill-street, S.W.1. The figures, graphs 
and statements, with the exception of the 
profit and loss account, represent the com- 
bined results of the Associated British and 
Alpha companies. Some illustrations have 
been interspersed in the text and include 
views of the new Shoreham works and the 
new research laboratories at Greenhithe, 
Kent. 


British Standards 


The following British Standards have been 
issued recently by the British Standards 
Institution:— B.S. 1297, “Grading and 
Sizing of Softwood Flooring,” price 2s.; B.S. 
1857, “ Pipe Cutters,” price 3s. 6d.; B.S. 1863, 
“Felt Backed Linoleum,” price 2s.; B.S. 
1210, ‘“* Wood Screws,” price 3s.; B.S. 1833, 
“Cooker Control Units,” price 2s. 6d.; B.S. 
497, “Cast Manhole Covers, Road Gully 
Gratings and Frames,” price 5s.; B.S. 1876, 
“* Automatic Flushing Cisterns for Urinals,” 
price 2s.; and B.S. 1878, “ Corrugated Copper 
Jointing Strips for Expansion Joints,” price 
2s. Copies of each of these Standards are 
obtainable from the Sales Dept., B.S.I., 24, 
Victoria-street, S.W.1. 


Model Points Scheme for Houses 


Builders in the Midlands have noted with 
approval that the Chief Officers’ group of 
the Institute of Housing has decided to 
attempt to evolve a model points scheme 
with a view to reducing the waiting time 
of applicants for houses. The decision was 
announced recently after a private meeting 
of the group at Leamington. Mr. R. J. 
Cowley, Wolverhampton Housing manager, 
chairman of the group, stated that informa- 
tion on residential qualifications obtained 
from local authorities showed a considerable 
divergence of opinion and practice. In 
evolving a model points system the group 
was considering a suggestion that a person 
who had acquired points in one town might 
take them with him if transferred to another. 
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SOFTWOODS 
Sales from Public Landed Stocks 


THE Timber Control announce that the 
trade may now acquire some of the landed 
stock held by National Softwood Brokers, 
Ltd., and hitherto described as Categories 
A and B. 

The quantity now ready for delivery is 
about 80,000 standards; the remainder, 
amounting to some 70,000 standards, is in 
course of piling and is therefore not yet 
free for release. 

All holders of licences on Form T.C. 
3/8/OAD who signify to National Softwood 
Brokers, Ltd., their willingness to buy a 
minimum of 1C0 standards of fair specifica- 
tion at any one time will receive stocknotes 
of the specifications stored in their district. 
Supplementary stocknotes will be issued 
from time to time as further quantities 
become available for release: The minimum 
of 100 standards will not apply to deckings, 
deck flitches, doorstock, clears, stagings, 
timbers, yellow and white pine or waney 
pine logs. 

All terms and conditions of sale will be 
as provided in the Timber Control form of 
landed contract. Wharfingers will be 
responsible for out-turn quantity and 
measure; deliveries must not be less than 
one standard at a time (except for clearance 
items). The contract form provides for 14 
days’ free rent and fire insurance, and buyers 
who wish to keep the goods in store longer 
will have to come to an arrangement with 
the wharfinger regarding rental terms. 

Prices will be the sum of the current c.i-f. 
prices and appropriate “landing charges.” 
Timber Control reserve the right to alter 
their selling prices without notice. 


BUILDING BOARDS 
Possibility of Lower Prices 
[From a Correspondent] 


MANY changes are taking place in the 
building board trade. Imports for the 
second half of the year have been cut by 
almost 50 per cent., yet stocks are so high 
in the country that sales are frequently 
made by the merchants at prices below those 
suggested by the trade associations. Home- 
produced boards have dropped in value, and 
the benefits will soon be passed on to the 
builder. 

Although imports of boards are likely to 
be on a reduced scale for some time, there 
is no reason to suspect either any shortage 
or any increase in cost. A significant move 
by the Wallboard Importers’, Distributors’, 
and Merchants’ Association of the United 
Kingdom is the setting up of a publicity 
committee with the express purpose of 
increasing sales of board among British users. 
A small deputation will shortly be going to 
Scandinavia to discuss with the manufac- 
turers means of increasing sales. 

Home timber merchants, who are negotiat- 
ing with the Forestry Commission to handle 
all the thinnings (small timber) coming out 
of the State forests, have received a setback 
in their talks with the British board manu- 
facturers, whom they had hoped would take 
a good proportion of this timber. The 
merchants have been told that the market 
for boards is difficult and no undertaking 
can be given to buy unlimited supplies of 
thinnings for the mills 

These pointers suggest continued good 
supplies and competition for business, which 
should lead to lower prices. 
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HOUSING IN N. IRELAND 
Larger Dwellings to be Built 


A change in the Northern Ireland housing 
policy to allow local authorities to build 
larger houses at dearer rents for professional 
men was announced by Dame Dehra Parker, 
Northern Ireland Minister of Health, at 
Magherafelt, County Derry, on August 14, 
when she opened the local council’s £105,000 
housing scheme. 

The change in policy will benefit teachers, 
bank clerks and Government officials who, 
said the Minister, “don’t know when they 
have to move from one town to another.” 

Stating that in the past the Government 
discouraged this type of building because 
of the greater needs of other sections of the 
community, the Minister added: “In future, 
where councils have made a fair contribu- 
tion to meet the general housing needs, they 
will be permitted to build a few larger 
houses to let at rents showing a favourable 
return.” 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Arr Commopore G. S. SHAW has been appointed group 
liaison officer to the Hunting Group of Companies. He 
will operate from 26, Ryder-street, S.W.1. Until his 
retirement recently he was director of personal services 
at the Air Ministry, and was awarded the C.B. in the 
Birthday Honours List this year. 

Tue London office of the Hopton-Wood Stone Firms, 
Ltd., at 25, Whitehall, S.W.1, will be vacated on 
August 30, and the work at present carried on there 
transferred to the head office at Bank-house, The Bridge, 
Matlock, Derbyshire, Tel. : Matlock 741. The company 
will continue to be represented in London and the south 
by Mr. A. P. CoTTERELL. 

THe GENERAL Exectric Co., Ltp., has appointed Mr. 
BEVERLEY Pick, industrial design consultant, io give 
advice and prepare schemes for decorative illumination 
for the Coronation. 
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METHODS OF 
TESTING CONCRETE 


A New British Standard 


A NEW standard (B.S. 1881) entitled 

“Methods of Testing Concrete” has 
been issued by the British Standards Institu- 
tion (price 10s.), which will be of special 
service to those interested in work involving 
concrete. 


In it, this important subject is dealt with 
fully by a complete range of standard tests 
suitable for controlling the mixing of con- 
crete both in the field and from the labora- 
tory for mixes where the largest nominal 
size of aggregate used is 14 in. As a result 
of this publication reference can now be 
made to the appropriate standard tests 
instead of detailing the tests to be used in 
individual specifications. 

The standard is arranged in 16 parts in 
progressive order thus assisting easy refer- 
ence. Complete procedure is given for 
sampling and curing and storage, and the 
preparation of test specimens, both cubes 
and beams, whether these operations take 
place on site or in the laboratory. 


Detailed instructions for carrying out the 
tests are given and the necessary apparatus 
is fully described. A standard arrangement 
for tabulating the results is given for such 
tests as those for slump, compacting factor, 
density of concrete when freshly mixed, com- 
pressive strength (including that: of drilled 
cores), flexural strength, modulus of 
elasticity and changes in length on wetting 
and drying. 

A method of analysing the constituents 
of freshly-mixed concrete is described, as also 
is an electro-dynamic method for the deter- 
mination of elasticity of, hardened concrete. 
If the appropriate methods of keeping 
records are followed comparison of results 
from various mixes and various sites will 
be rendered very simple. 


Copies of this standard may be obtained 
from the B.S.I. Sales Branch, 24, Victoria- 
street, S.W.1. 


The Institute of Materials Handling 


Since the formation of the Institute on 
April 17, two meetings of the provisional 
council of management have been held. A 
draft of the constitution and regulations has 
been prepared, and this is now being 
examined in detail by a drafting sub-com- 
mittee, before it is presented to the Council 
for approval. It is expected that an 
inaugural general meeting of the members 
will be called during October next when this 
document will be submitted for ratification. 
The secretary is Mr. M. W. Paynter, 20-21, 
Took’s Court, Cursitor-street, E.C.4. 


Upkeep of Gardens 


Tenants of more than 490 houses on the 
Dene estate of Winsford (Cheshire) Council 
are to receive notices warning them that. by 
failing to cultivate their gardens they are 
contravening a condition of their tenancies. 
It is alleged that the beautiful appearance 
of the estate is being spoiled by a few ten- 
ants. Hoole (Cheshire) Council housing 
committee is recommending that a list of 
their tenants having “dirty” gardens should 
be submitted at its next meeting with the 
object of instructing, if necessary, the Clerk 
to take proceedings for the eviction of ten- 
_ who fail to keep their gardens in good 
order. 
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SECTION THROUGH FRENGER CEILING _ 


CEILING HEATING.—Heating and acoustic properties are combined in the Frenger ceiling illustrated above. 
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It is made up of a prefabricated 


grid piping system supporting perforated aluminium panels (measuring 24 in. square) blanketed by insulating material. Square pipes are used for 


the grid which is 


panels and the pipes, is claimed to prevent heat escaping upwards and to absorb sound waves. 
any services that may be concealed above them. 


from the. main roof of a room and connected to a hot water system. The insulating material, which is placed over the 
The perforated paneis can be removed for inspection of 


(The manufacturers are Frenger Ceilings, Ltd.) 





U.S. SCIENTIFIC EQUIPMENT AIDS BRITISH RESEARCH “id a > fy norrsony i cage 
Tests on Building Tools 


ETAILS of more than $1,000,000 
(£350,000) worth of new scientific equip- 
ment supplied recently by the American 
Government to British research laboratories 
working to develop better and cheaper indus- 
trial and consumer goods and to find new 
for waste products were given on 
ugust 18 by Mr. William L. Batt, Minister 
in charge of the Mutual Security Agency 
mission to the United Kingdom. 


The equipment, much of it obtainable 
only in the United States, was ordered and 
made available under the technical assis- 
tance programme of the Marshall Plan, 
which has been succeeded by the Mutual 
Security Programme. The American instru- 
ments have been going to laboratories work- 
ing in such diverse fields as coal, iron, steel, 
textiles, food, chemicals, printing and pack- 
aging, shoemaking and even hatmaking. 
While much of the equipment has gone to 
the British Government’s Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research, 24 other 
research bodies throughout the United King- 
dom have also received many of the 
instruments. 


Building Research 

Largely as a result of a recommendation 
made by the A.A.C.P: Building Team, the 
Building Research Station of D.S.I.R. 
requested two American explosive-actuated 
fastening tools—the ‘“Drive-It” powder- 
powered tool (Rowder Power Tool Corpora- 
tion, Portland, Oregon) and _ the MS.A. 
velocity-power driver (Mine Safety Appli- 
ances Co., Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania). These 


tools use an explosive cartridge to drive a 
pin, for fastening metal or wooden objects 
to walls, floors or ceilings. They can 
operate in concrete, steel or brickwork. 

The technique is new to British building 
practice. .AS a result of tests which have 
been carried out with these, and other, explo- 
sive-actuated tools, by this research station, 
their potentialities are likely to become con- 
siderably better known, as considerable time 
saving can be achieved. The Building 
Research Station is preparing a full report 
on the use of these tools in the building 
industry. 

An item of equipment which has seen 
considerable service in the short time it has 
been in the Station’s possession is a portable 
strain indicator (Baldwin Locomotive Works, 
Baldwin Southwark Division, Philadelphia). 
A feature of this instrument, as compared 
with other types of strain indicators avail- 
able here, is that it is very portable and 
extremely robust. It can readily be carried 
round buildings and can, if necessary, be 
used when working on a ladder. The 
Station has already used it for such purposes 
aS measurements on steel piling at Battersea 
power station, in large factories and an oil 
tefinery, and it has also been used for 
measuring strain on a variety of bridges 
for the Ministry of Transport. Although 
designed for this type of field work, it is 
also finding application in the laboratory, 
and has been employed, for instance, to 
deduce the bending moments on beams for 
a model floor. 

Other equipment scheduled for this labora- 


Technology, Massachusetts); a wear test 
machine (Taber Instrument Corporation, 
North Tonowanda, New York); accelero- 
meters for assessing the performance of 
vibrating machines for concrete making; and 
an electric hygrometer which will be used 
in connection with extensive trials on the 
heating and insulating of buildings. 


Road Research 


American trafficators together with 
magnetic counters and accessories will help 
the Road Research Laboratory in the taking 
of traffic censuses. The object of this work 
is to provide basic traffic flow data for the 
study of road design, traffic operation and 
the reduction of accidents. The equipment 
supplied (Streeter Amet Co., Chicago) is an 
automatic counting device which eliminates 
the need for expensive and time-consuming‘ 
manual censuses. 

One factor affecting working life and there- 
fore the cost of concrete roads and runways 
is the extent to which the sealing compound 


‘in the joints will prevent the entry of 


moisture. An Aeroil DVP kettle (Aeroil 
Products Co. Inc., South Mackensik, New 
Jersey) has been obtained by the laboratory 
and will be used in full-scale experiments as 
part of its programme on the study of all 
aspects of roadmaking. It is likely that these 
experiments will show that this equipment 
could affect improvements and economies in 
road-sealing practice, and would find wide 
application. Used in association with this 
item will be a concrete grooving miachine 
(G. H. Tennand Co., Minneapolis, Minne- 
sota) which is employed for cleaning con- 
crete joints before resealing. It provides a 
means of mechanising this operation. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 
{From Our Own Correspondents] 


Argentine. — The Argentine National 
Roads Department has called for tenders 
for the construction of highways joining the 
important cities of Junin and General 
Viamonte and the route between Atucha 
and San Pedro. The first-named stretch of 
road will cost an estimated 5m.. pesos and 
the second will cost more than double. .. . 
Construction work in the Mar del Plata is 
to cost 325m. pesos. A report issued recently 
states that buildings of all descriptions are 
planned, the final effect being something 
similar to a small town. ... A new power 
plant capable of developing 2,000 kw. is to 
be built by the water works and electric 
power department. Extensions are also 
being carried out to the hydro-electric power 
plant at Campo Quijano. 


Brazil—A number of power projects have 
been drawn up by Brazil in view of the 
anticipated loans from abroad. It is under- 
stood that $40m. are forthcoming from the 
United States, most of which will be spent 
on a hydro-electric plant to be built in the 
famous Rio Grande in the interior of the 
State of Sao Paulo. Production is to com- 
mence some time in 1953. Similar projects 
include a power plant for Itutinga in the 
State of Minas Gerais and one for the Funil 
Falls in the State of Bahia. Both have 
already been approved by the Joint Com- 
mission for Economic Development. 


British Honduras.—British Honduras has 
issued details regarding its construction plans. 
A road connecting Belize, the capital, with 
Stan Creek in the south of the colony is to 
be laid out to ease traffic congestion and to 
facilitate trade. In addition, a port exten- 
sion is to be undertaken to ensure quicker 
turn-about of ships. Money has also been 
set aside for public and social services. . . . 
A 35-roomed hotel is to be built in Belize 
known as the Fort George Hotel. 


Canada.—The power of the Niagara Falls 
is being harnessed to provide hydro-electric 
power for parts of the Canadian province 
of Ontario. The generating station for the 
new project will be erected six miles below 
the Falls. By 1955 it is estimated that its 
capacity will be 700,000 horsepower with a 
further 500,000 horsepower to be added Jater. 
The intake for the power house will be 
located above the Falls, diverting water 
from the Niagara River to the generators 
through an intricate system of tunnels and 
canals. This work is being done with the 
full co-operation of the United States. Main 
stipulation from the United States is that 
the scenic splendour of the Falls should be 
preserved. Negotiations were carried out 
for Canada by Mr. Robert H. Saunders, who 
is Chairman of Ontario’s Hydro-electric 
Power Commission. . Another large 
generating station is being constructed in 
Canada to be utilised by the Aluminium 
Company of Canada. This station is to be 
situated at Chute du Diable on the Peribonca 
River, and will have five generating units 
each capable of producing 70,000 horse- 
power. This power will eventually increase 
Canada’s ingot production. Cost of this 
plant is estimated at $30m. 


Iraq.—Additional news from Iraq is that 
the Government Refinery Board has issued 
a call for tenders for the construction of the 
foundations, concrete structures and other 
civil engineering works for the Government 
Oil Refinery near Baghdad. Messrs, Maun- 
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sell, Posford and Pavry, Abbey House, 
Victoria-street, Westminster, London, S.W.1, 
have all the details and will issue specifica- 
tions on receipt of the usual tender deposit. 
The tender is open until November 3 next. 


Jordan.—The State of Jordan has set up 
a Development Board to supervise projects 
which are to be financed by the British loan. 
Head of- the Board is the Jordan Prime 
Minister, and a British Secretary-General is 
also in attendance as well as the Head of the 
United States Point Four Mission. Surveys 
have been made in many parts of the 
country and among the projects to com- 
mence in the near future are: road building, 
extension of the Jerusalem airport and 
village irrigation schemes on the West Bank 
of the Jordan. Plans are in preparation for 
the building of a power station on the River 
Yamuk which will irrigate some 110,000 
acres of the Jordan Valley and which will at 
the same time generate 30,000 kws. of elec- 
tric power. This, it is estimated, will then 
necessitate housing for some 110,000 people. 
The scheme is expected to cost in the region 
of £17m. and will take about four years to 
complete. A Jordan Industrial Corporation 
has also been set up to control a number of 
industrial projects which will include the 
building of cement, textile and oil-refining 
plants. 


New Zealand.—The Auckland Metro- 
politan Drainage Board, New Zealand, has 
issued tenders for the construction of sewers 
and other works in tunnel. Information to 
hand is as follows: Quotations are to include 
for a main sewer 6 ft. 9 in. horseshoe section 
in tunnel, length about 17,000 ft., another 
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main sewer partly 5 ft. 6 in. by 3 ft. in tunnel, 
length about 15,000 ft., an access roadway 
about 3,000 ft. long, including tunnel section 
about 1,100 ft. and incidental works. Tender 
drawings are available from the Board’s 
Offices at P.O. Box 208, Auckland. A 
deposit of £15 N.Z. is required which will 
be refunded to unsuccessful tenderers. 
Quotations will be received up to and inclu- 
ding November 5 next. 


Turkey.—Further major building projects 
are announced by the Turkish Government. 
Another £27m. is to be allocated for irriga- 
tion and power installations in the Buyuk 
Menderes River plain which is in Western 
Turkey. Of this amount £11m. is to be spent 
on irrigation facilities, £154m. for hydro- 
electric power installations, and the remainder 
on flood prevention measures. Taking into 
account schemes already mentioned in this 
column (our issues of August | and August 
8) the total expenditure on irrigation and 
power installations will be in the region of 
£60,000,000. . . . Turkey is also spending 
quite a lot of money on health projects. 
Fifty-four new health centres are scheduled 
for erection. New hospitals are to be 
designed for Bartin, Bilecik and Sinop, and 
100-bed TB centres are to be constructed in 
Adana, Diyarbakir, Gaziantep and Samsun. 
Istanbul is to have new hospitals and clinics 
and nine medical clinics are planned for 
parts of eastern Turkey. About £10,000,000 
has been allocated for this work by the 
Ministry of Health and Social Welfare, to 
whom all inquiries should be made regard- 
ing tenders. 


Venezuela—The Highways Department 
of the Venezuela Ministry of Public Works 
has issued a call for tenders for 30 steel 
bridges. Main points are: Bridges are to 
have straight beams and lower platforms; 
roadway—reinforced concrete with a trans- 
versal curvature of 0.04m. Closing date for 
this tender is September 30. Builders inter- 
ested in this project should airmail the 
Ministry of Public Works, Bridge Division, 
Highways Department, Caracas. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 
Restrictions on Zinc Removed 


The Ministry of Supply and the Board 
of Trade announce that because of the im- 
provement in supplies of zinc, restrictions 
on the use of this meta] have been removed. 


The new orders removing controls on the 
use of zinc, which became effective on 
August 20, are the Copper and Zinc Pro- 
hibited Uses (Minister of Supply) (No. 4) 
Order, 1952—S.I. 1952 No. 1516—and the 
Copper and Zinc Prohibited Uses (Board of 
Trade) (Amendment No. 2) Order—S.I. 1952 
No. 1511. They remove the prohibition on 
the use of zinc imposed by the Orders S.I. 
Nos. 275, 277, 1815 and 1960 of 1951. 


The prohibitions on the use of copper and 
copper-based alloys remain in force, but the 
new orders will permit the use of copper 
and copper alloys for brazing, soldering and 
welding of articles in the manufacture of 
which these metals are otherwise prohibited. 


The Minister of Supply announces that 
the administrative arrangements which 
restrict the use of zinc for galvanising iron 
and steel sheet, wire, wire products and 
tubes were removed on August 15. The 
Ministry also announces that licences will 
still be necessary to acquire virgin zinc, but 
the allocation system will be discontinued. 
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MISHAP TO TOWER CRANE 
Crossbar Removed by Driver 


MACHINERY (Continental), Ltd., of 175, 

Brompton - road, S.W.3, have issued 
the following statement in connection with 
the accident to a tower crane which occurred 
on a site at Balham on August 12:— 

An extraordinary accident occurred to a 
tower crane working on a building site at 
Caistor-road, Balham, on the afternoon of 
August 12. This was one of a special type of 
crane, made in France by Jules Weitz of 
Lyons, and designed to facilitate building 
operations. These cranes are of lattice con- 
struction, consisting of a tower with a fixed 
cantilever, and they rotate in a complete 
circle, which makes it particularly easy to 
deliver loads of bricks, cement, concrete, pre- 
fabricated parts, etc., wherever they are 
needed on the site. The driver’s cab travels 
up and down inside the lattice-work tower. 
For transportation purposes they are divided 
into sections and each portion of the tower 
is secured by bolted fish’ plates. When the 
crane is dismantled the crossbars at the 
joints are removed and replaced again on 
re-erection. 

On the afternoon in question the crane 
was turning when without warning the tower 
started to bend in the centre, just above the 
cab, and came down forming almost a com- 
plete “V” piece. Fortunately, there were 
few people on the site and the driver escaped 
with a shaking. As could be expected, news 
of this created some concern amongst con- 
tractors who are operating these cranes, 
which are new in this country. The dis- 
tributors, Machinery (Continental), Ltd., 
communicated with the makers, whose chief 
engineer was flown over, arriving at the scene 
of the accident the next morning. 

An examination undertaken jointly with 
the engineer for the insurance company led 
to an extraordinary discovery. The crossbar 
at the spot where the crane had bent was 
missing. A search finally located it in the 
driver’s cab and after some interrogation the 
driver admitted that the bright aluminium 
paint on the bar had dazzled him and inter- 
rupted his field of vision, so he had armed 
himself with a wrench, climbed on to the 
top of the cab and unbolted the vital member. 
Why he did not raise or lower the cab a 
few inches is a matter of conjecture. It was 
fortunate indeed that there were not more 
people on the site, otherwise there might 
have been serious injury and loss of life. 

In view of the doubts which this accident 
has raised, it must be stated that both the 
engineer for the insurance company and an 
eminent engineering consultant, who was 
instructed by the distributors to investigate 
independently, have certified the cause of the 
accident and have issued a statement which 
should settle beyond all doubt any question 
as to the stability of these cranes. 


STEEL FOR SCHOOLS 


Information Required for 1953-54 
Programme 


Now that the educational building pro- 
gramme for 1953-54 has been compiled, the 
Minister of Education wishes to settle as 
soon as possible provisional total and first 
instalment bulk allocations of steel for 
Periods III, 1953, to II, 1954, inclusive He 
has accordingly circularised local education 
authorities (in Administrative Memorandum 
No. 413, Addendum No. 3, dated August 18) 
requesting a return of this information by 
September 27 next. 
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TRADE NEWS 


Wenvoe Television Mast 


The 750-ft. mast of the B.B.C. television 
station at Wenvoe, near Cardiff, which was 
officially opened on August 15, was designed, 
supplied and erected to B.B.C. specification 
by British Insulated Callender’s Construc- 
tion Co., Ltd. 


New Directory 


The 1952 edition of the Directory of 
Branded Hardware has been published by 
the “ Ironmonger,” 28, Essex-street, Strand, 
W.C.2. This 420-page book contains 20,000 
names of brands, an increase of 5,000 over 
the 1951 edition, and a sub-section includes 
brands which begin with numerals. 


Power Shovel 


A Jeaflet issued by the Chaseside Engineer- 
ing Co., Ltd., of Station Works, Hertford, 
sets out various features of the improved 
version of the Chaseside power shovel. 
Specifications and performance data are 
given for this model, which was exhibited 
this year at the Mechanical Handling Exhi- 
bition, Olympia. 


New Catalogue 


A comprehensive catalogue has been pub- 
lished by W. H. Heywood and Co., Ltd., 
of Bayhall- works, Huddersfield, showing 
their range of products in the glazing and 
thermal insulation of buildings. A feature 
of this bound catalogue is that the numerous 
illustrations are set facing the relevant 
technical data and diagrammatic information 
about a particular installation illustrated. 
For further convenience the pages are in 
loose leaf form and full technical data, con- 
cerning not only work and undertakings for 
which Heywoods are known, but also the 
types of glass and other materials they use 
and recommend, is supplied. This catalogue 
is produced for the information of, and is 
available free on application to, builders and 
other technically interested persons. 
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Thirty Years’ Experience 

A booklet has been published by Howard 
Farrow, Ltd., civil engineering and building 
contractors, of Bank-buildings, Russell- 
parade, N.W.11, which contains some inter- 
esting photographs and notes on works car- 
ried out by the organisation during the last 
thirty years. It is intended as a snapshot of 
the firm, and provides a lead on where to 
find out more about the capabilities of the 
organisation. 


Low-Pressure Reinforced Plastics 

More than 100 persons were present on 
August 14 at a meeting at the offices of the 
British Plastics Federation, 47-48, Piccadilly, 
London, W.1, to discuss the machinery that 
might be set up within the Federation to 
cater for firms interested in low - pressure 
reinforced plastics using glass, asbestos and 
other fibres. The invitation extended to 
non-member firms, and about 50 persons 
coming in this category were in fact present. 

There was a full discussion and the whole 
proceedings were reported to a meeting of 
the Executive Committee of the Council, 
held on August 20. 


Timber Preservation 


Information on available treatments to 
preserve timber from decay is contained in 
Brochure 95, published by Hickson’s 
Timber Impregnation Co. (G.B.), Ltd., Ings- 
lane, Castleford, Yorkshire. The different 
methods include the full-cell, the Boucherie 
and the hot and cold open tank processes. 
“ Tanalised ” timber is used in mines, rail- 
ways, packaging and other industrial fields. 
There are several different preservatives with 
varying types of application. The brochure, 
intended as a general guide, is not com- 
prehensive, but further information can be 
obtained on request. 


Lead Trap 


The measurements of the “ Versatyle ” lead 
trap, which has been introduced by the Du 
Bois Co., Ltd., 15, Britannia-street, W.C.1, 
are based on B.S.S.1184. Its inlet is fitted 
with a cap and lining for connection to 
brass sink, bath or basin wastes, and the 
outlet can be fitted with either male or female 
connections, as well as a plain lead tail for 
use with a lead waste pipe. It is also supplied 
for use in conjunction with baths with a 
cleaning sink on either side to give the 
maximum fitting clearance. The “ Versatyle ” 
trap is approved and used by the London 
County Council 


Safety Device for Gas-Fired Boilers 


The “Perfecta” combined flame failure 
and pressure cut-off device is a new safety 
control, developed by Thomas De La Rue 
& Co., Ltd., Gas Group, 84/86, Regent-street. 
W.1, for their “Rex” series “ Potterton” 
gas-fired boilers. It has been designed to 
combine all the advantages of the existing 
types of control while eliminating the dis- 
advantages. It is claimed to be the complete 
answer to the problem which has faced gas 
engineers for many years—that of devising a 
control which not only performs efficiently 
under normal circumstances but which is 
perfectly safe in the event of a breakdown 
caused by mechanical failure or by human 
fallibility. The control, apart from being 
available on new boilers, can readily be 
fitted in place of existing flame failure 
devices on boilers now in use. A new cata- 
logue, containing a description of the 
“ Perfecta,” as well as details of the full 
range of “ Potterton” gas-fired boilers and 
accessories is now available. 
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Ruined Church Repair 

THE PitcRim Trust have turned down an 
appeal by Thurso Town Council for financial 
aid in repairing and stabilising the ruins of 
Old St. Peter’s Church, Thurso. The 
Ministry of Works, however, although 
unable to help at the moment, are willing 
to consider in due course the question of 
making a grant towards preservation. The 
estimated cost of the scheme is from £2,000 
to £3,000. 


Reluctant Builders 


PRIVATE BuILDERS in Greenock, it is 
stated, are not taking up their allocation 
of building licences because of the heavy 
costs. Greenock Corporation decided to 
permit the building of 20 houses by private 
enterprise, but licences for only four were 
applied for. More houses will now be built 
by the corporation for rent. 


Road Bridge Over the Forth 


THE FoRTH ROAD BRIDGE scheme has now 
reached the contract letting stage, accord- 
ing to Edinburgh members of the Joint 
Board. The national economic position 
makes an early start unlikely, however. The 
position now applying is that plans for 
foundation work could be produced at 
three months’ notice with a year to lay 
foundations. The Board do not anticipate, 
however, that work can be tackled for a 
year. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Edinburgh.—Dean of Guild Court have approved 
plans by the corporation for the erection of 208 
traditional houses at the Inch, Liberton. The 
houses, which will be of three, four, and five apart~ 
ments, will be built between Giimarton-rd. and 
Kirk Brae at a cost of about £363,000. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for John Howden & Co.. 

Ltd., Scotiand-s.., for new plate shop,, which is to 
be erected a‘ Shields-rd., Pollochshields. The archi- 
tects are Noad and Wallace (FF.), 278, St. Vincent- 
st., Glasgow. ’ 

Glasgow.—Pians to be prepared for The Scottish 
Farmers’ Union Mutual Insurance Society, 
for alterations and additions at 23 and 24, Blyths- 

wood-sq. The architects are Miller and Black 
(F.), 132, West Regent-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for new Primary 
School at Rockfield-rd., for which the architect is 
John MacNab (F.), 129, Bath-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Corporation to erect a new Clinic at 
Netheplace-rd., Poilock. for which the architect is 
James MacMillan Riddet, M.Inst.C.E., Master of 
fs orks Offices, Municipal-chbrs., George-sq., Glas- 


«“Giasgow.—Corporation to erect 40 houses and 
shops at the Cranhitl development site. The archi- 
tect is Archibald G. Jury (F.), Housing Offices, The 
Trongate, 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared by their own 
architects for new factory to be erected at Stobcross 
and Finnieston-sts. by James Scott & Co. (Electrical 
Engineers), Ltd.. 175. St. Vincent-pl., Buchanan-st.. 
Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for new boiler-house and 
filtration plant which are to be erected at Lorne- 
st. public school, for which the architect is John 
MacLean (F.), 129, Bath-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for the recon- 
st —e of The Guthrie Memorial Church, Moncur- 

, Calton, with additions, fer commercial purposes. 
The architect is David S. Eadie, 34, West George- 
st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hard for extensions at The 
Clydeholm Shipbnilding Yard, Whiteinch, for 
Messrs. Barclay, Curie & Co., Ltd., for which the 
architects are Charles J. MacNair, Elder and Ram- 
say (F. & A.), 529, Sauchiehall-st., Charing Cross, 
Glasgow. 

Inverurie.—Town council have been allocated 50 
houses in addition to all previous allocations on the 
understanding that the extra houses be used in 
the first instance for the clearance of families 

hiving in hutment camps in the burgh. 

Kirkintilloch.—Town council are to have plans 
Drepared for 24 houses 

Lanarkshire.—Pians in the hands of their own 
staff of designers for new additions which are to 
be made to their buildings and works at Tollcross 
by Stewart and Lloyds, Lid., Oswald-st., Broomie- 
iw, Glasgow. 
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FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
fn this list see previous issues. Those with an 
— are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
oe of tenders; a dagger (t) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at the 
ny pee to the person from whom particulars may 


obtained 
BUILDING 


T 26, 

*tE. Suffolk cca). Polite section station at 
Bungay; (b) police section station at Gunton, near 
Lowestoft. County A., County Hall, Ipswich. Dep. 
£2 2s. each station. Tenders by ‘September 19. 

“tNewcastle-under-Lyne B.C.—County | primary 
school for 320 juniors at re gu estate. B.E. & 
8., Lancaster-bidg. Dep. £3 3s 


AUGUST 27. 

*tHants Police Authority—Six police houses at 
Alresford-rd. and 6 at Oliver’s-battery, Winchester. 
County A., The Castle, Winchester. Dep. £1 1s. 
each case. 

*tHants Police Authority—Police house with 
office attached at Bishops Waltham and Colden 
Common. County Architect, Winchester. Dep. 
£1 1s. each. 

*Leeds Regional Hospital Board.—Laboratory, 
Seacroft Hospital, York-rd., Leeds. Wm. A. Shee, 
Secretary to Board, sae ng Harrogate. Dep. 
£2 2s. Tenders by September 24 
ar” City.—School, Gipsy-la. E. G. Chandler, 


AUGUST 28. 

*tBirmingham City C.—Interna) alterations to 
cottage No. 11 at Shenley Fields —— Homes, 
Northfield, —— 31. City E. & &., Civic 
Centre. Dep. £2 


AUG 

*tHayes and atone U. +'D.C.—Ei ht maison- 
ettes and six shops at Charvil-la. estate (contract 
1); 76 dwellings at Barnhill estate (contract 2). 
E_ & S., Town Hall. 

tat pewien B.C.—20 bungalows in Whitton Church- 

B.E. & §8., 19, Tower-st. Dep. £3 3s. 

a 'B.C.—Additions and i to 
Morriston Park swimming baths. Boro’ A., Guild- 
hall. Dep. £2. 

AUGUST 39. 
me Te houses at Stainer Wood estate. 
gy A./F.R.1.B.A., Clifton- 
ak Dep. £ 


ROOFING 
MATERIALS 


All types of Roofing 
Materials are available 
for Immediate Delivery 
from our London stocks. 


BEST WELSH SLATES 
AND DAMPCOURSES. 


Bleu inten 
chbrs., Par 














ASBESTOS CEMENT- 
SHEETS AND FITTINGS. 


ASBESTOS R/W GOODS. 


———— ¢ @ e—___—__ 


THE BODDY ROOFING 


COMPANY LIMITED 


81 ESSEX ROAD, LONDON.N.1 
Telephone: CANonbury 4281 











SEPTEMBER 1 
*tRichmond B.C.—Nine detiete “at Eton-st. B.E., 
Hotham House, Heron-ct. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 


September 29. 
“tRichmond B.C.—Contract 1: 135 houses at 
Manor-gr.; contract 2: 50 houses at Dancer, Davill 


and North roads; contract 3: 89 houses at 
Carrington-rd. and King’s Farm-ave. B.E., Hotham 
House, Heron-ct. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
Se ptember 29. 

*tWarminster U.D.C.—36 houses at Alcock-<res., 
Warminster. Snailham, Huggins & Le Févre, 18, 
Brock-st., Bath. Dep. £2. 


SEPTEMBER 2 
West Ham C.B.—Reconstruction of Abbey-rd. 
bridge. B.E., A. Hall, Stratford, E.15. Dep. £2. 


SEPTEMBER 3. 
“tLeeds Regional Hospital Board.—Alterations, 
Seacroft Hospital, York-rd. weeeeees to Board, 
Park-parade, Harrogate. Dep. £2 
“Tottenham B.C.—42 fats. a estate. 
B.E. & 8. Dep, £2 2s. 
*tWitham U.D.C.—64 houses at Maldon-rd., 72 
houses at Rivenhal] Oak. T.C., Council Offices, 
Collingwood-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 


SEPTEMBER 4. 
tOverton R.D.C.—19 houses at Poethlyn-terr. H. 
Anthony Clerk, F C. Robert & _ Partners, 
F./A.R..LB.A., 41, Regent-st., Wrexham Dep. £2 2s 
Stalybridge * Cc. —84 houses and 24 flats at Stam- 
ford Park housing estate. T.C., Town Hall. Dep. 


£2 2s 
SEPTEMBER 65. 
*Sutton and Cheam B.C.—Bowls pavilion at Sutton 
Common recreation ground, Sutton Common-rd. 
B.E. & 8., Municipal Offices. Dep. £2. 


SEPTEMBER 6. 
Wakefield R.D.C.—32 dwellings at various sites. 
E. & S., Council Offices, 18, St. John’s North. 
Rawtenstali T.C.—51 houses at Lomas-la. estate 
and 61 houses at Staghills estate. B.S., Town Hall. 
Liandilo R.D.C.—Four houses and site works. 
E. & S., Council Offices, Crescent-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 


SEPTEMBER 8. 

Prestatyn U.D.C.—20 houses at Maes Hendre, 
Meliden. E. ie Council Offices, Prestatyn, Flint- 
shire. Dep. 2 2s. 

Rugeley U. = C.—56 houses at St. Michael's site, 
Redbrook-! ia. Brereton. E. & S., Council House. 


D £2 

“You B.C. ~e oar of six 
maisonettes, Threefield-la. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by "October 6. 

Wortley R.D.C.—10 houses at Greno-cres., Greno- 
side, nr. Sheffield. Arthur Wikeley, M_I. ‘Mun.£., 
Council Offices, Grenoside, nr. Sheffield. Dep. £5 5s. 


SEPTEMBER 9. 

*Chesterfield R.D.C.—Public convenience at Hall- 
rd. Brimington, and alterations to an existing 
convenience at Market- -pl., ag E. & S., Rural 
Council House, Saltergate. Dep. £2 2s. 

S. Shields T.C.—68 dwellings at section 3, Simon- 
side estate. B.E., Town Hall. Dep. 

“Wakefield City C.—12 flats and site works at 
George-st. City E., Town Hall. 

*Ware R.D.6.—Two honses at Hunsdon. BS., 
Council Offices, 97, New-rd. Dep. £1 1s. 


SEPTEMBER 11. 

*Huntingdon R.D.C.—Four houses and four bunga- 
lows with somes disposal works at pe 
Milner, L.R.I.B.A., 4, Market-hill. Dep. £2 2s 

oct B.C.—36 flats, Upper High-s redevelop- 
— area. B.E., 38, Grosvenor- pi., Margate. Dep. 

2 2s. 


*Stourbridge B.C.—12 lock-up garages at Norton 
housing estate, with access road. B.E. & S. Dep. 


SEPTEMBER 12. 
*Leyton B.C.—18 flats at Grange Park-rd. site. 
B.E. & S.. Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 


SEPTEMBER 15. 
*tBarking B.C.—Additions to control 
Boro’ A. 
Beverley R.D.C.—32 houses at Molescroft. G. 
Palfreyman, architect, 36, Market-pl. Dep. £1 1s. 
*Lancaster City C.—(a) 212 dwellings at Ridge 


centre. 


estate; (b) 8 shops and accommodation at Hala 
estate. City E.. Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. each 
scheme. 


SEPTEMBER 17. 

*Swale R.D.C.—14 houses and site works at 
Stockers Hill-rd., Rodmersham. E. & S., 48, Bell- 
rd., Sittingbourne. Dep. £3 3s 

SEPTEMBER 13. 

Devizes B.C.—38 houses on Home Farm housing 
estate. B.S., The Chequers, Devizes. Dep. £3 3s. 
SEPTEMBER 22, 

*St. Austell R.D.C.—52 houses on three sites in 
six contracts. E. & §., “‘ Trevarna,” 12, Carlyon-rd. 

Dep. £2 2s. per contract 
SEPTEMBER 24. 

*Camberwell B.C.—Six flats, 64, , B.E. 

&8. Dep. £2 2s 
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onsets yf tee gh 
jehampton C.—32 on, 
heusing site, E.&S. Dep. £2 
SEPTEMBER oy 
“Swansea C.B.—Reinstatement of war damage at 
FRIBA., School, Swansea. a. dn 
A. M1 Guildhall 


H.. 
Boro’ A., 
Swansea. "Dep. 
“Swansea C. B. ., of o former at 


Wickbourne 


Cwm School, Cwm, Swansea. x ykes, 
F.R.LB.A., A.M.T.P.I., Boro’ A., Guildhall; 
Swansea. Dep. 

EPTEMBER 30. 


*Cartisie,—Workshops at Hatraty for Cumberland 
and Westmorland Home and Workshops for Blind. 
Johnston & Wright, architects, 13, Castle-st. 

“Chelmsford B.C.—Water treatment plant build- 
ing, tanks, filters, etc., at Sandford Mill pumping 
station. Boro’ Water E. & Manager, Water Dept., 
Hall-st. Dep. £5 5s. 

NO DATE, 

*Castie Donnington R.D.C.—16 houses, street 
works, etc., Garden-row, Kegworth. McCarthy, 
Collings & Co., architects, 187, Forest-rd., Coalville. 

Dp 

N. Scotland Hydro-Elec, Board.—Finlarig power 
station, nr, Killin, Perthshire. Gratton & McLean, 
21, Woodside- terr., Glasgow, C.3. Dep. £2 2s. 

*twhittlesey U.D.C —(1) 40 houses eS Victory-ave. 
and Drybread-rd.; and 16 houses at Cow- rb 
Eastrea. (2) 24 flats * were: ave. Ruddle & 
Wilkinson, F./L./A.R.1.B.A., Long Causeway-chbrs., 
Peterborough. Dep. rr 2s. each contract. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


SEPTEMBER 10. 
*Stourbridge B.C.—Erection of 8,500 yds. concrete 
post and chain link fencing, Hodge = estate. 
G. N. Maynard, A.M.1.C.E., F.R.LCS., E. & 8. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


SEPTEMBER 65. 

Guildford B.C.—Roads and sewers on Park Barn, 
section 2. B.E. & 8., Municipal Offices, High-st. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

W. Kesteven R.D.C.—Sewerage and sewage dis- 
posai works at Skillington, near Grantham. Elliott 
and Brown, Stanley House, Pelham-rd., Notting- 
ham. Dep. £3 3s. 

SEPTEMBER 6. 

tWycombe R.D.C.—Housing site preparation 
works at (1) Berryfields No. 2 estate, Princes 
Risborough, and (2) Flackwell Heath No. 2 estate. 
©., 17, High-st., High Wycombe, Dep. £3 3s. for 


each contract. 
SEPTEMBER 8. 
or wt ~ and sewers at Smithills dis- 
trict. & S., Town Hall. 
Gimsipaaie U.D.c.—9 cesspools, 18 w.c.s and arcil- 
lary works at council houses, Fen-la., Bulphan. 
E. . ee Council] Offices, Palmer’s-ave., Grays. Dep. 


£1 1 
SEPTEMBER 9. 
Bedford B.C.—Roads and sewers on fr 
~~ unit, section 1. B.E. & S. = 


SEPTEMBER 10. 

Bath City C.—Site works at Weston No. ‘ Since, 

lands-rd.), City E., Guildhall. Dep. £2 
SEPTEMBER 15. 

Seisdon R. gy sig | site roads and sewers, 
Bilbrook. Council Offices, Wombourn, Wolver- 
hampton. Poe £5. 

SEPTEMBER 29. 

Glasgow T.C.—Pipelaying, Contract No. 23. Chief 
E. and General Manager, Water Dept., City-chbrs., 
Glasgow, C.1.. Dep. £2. 

SEPTEMBER 30. 

Brecknock R.D.C.—134,000 yds. of water mains, 
8 r.c. reservoirs, pumping station, etc. ro Council 
Offices, Oxford House, Brecon. Dep. £5 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Croydon.—Scnoot.—Ed. Com. have recommended 
the approval of plans for the erection of Lanfranc 
secondary boys’ school, prepared by Riches and 
ay F./A.R.I.B.A., 16, Northumberland-ave., 


GCroydon.—Epucation.—Proposals for the erection 
of John Ruskin grammar schoo] for boys, prepared 
by Manger and fren F.F.R.1.B.A., 25, Maryle- 
bone-rd.. N. 7 have been recommended for B.C. 
approval by Ed. Com. 

Croydon.—Scuioois.—Sketch plans _ submitted by 
Boro’ A. for extensions to South Norwood junior 
girls’ and infants’ school have been recommended 
for B.C. approval. 

Groydon.—Scuoo..—Sketch - plans prepared by 
Boro’ A. for extensions to ——, eg > boys’ 
school have been recommended by Ed. Com. for 
B.C. approval. 

— —F.ats.—Hsg. Com. recommend the erec- 
tion of a block of flats at 59, 61 and 63, Lower 
Addiscombe-rd. 

Croydon.—Facrory.—Proposal by Power-Samas 
Accounting Machines, Ltd., Aurelia-rd. to recon- 
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**THE BUILDER’? PRICES 
ZINC INCREASED BY £4 

The Ministry of Materials announces that on 
August 13 the price of good ordinary brand zinc 
was increased from £118 to £122 per ton delivered 
consumers’ works. Premiums for higher grades 
remain unchanged. 

In consequence of this increase the basis price of 
brass tubes was increased by 4d. per Ib. to 274d. per 
lb., state the Brass and Copper Tube Association. 
The list prices of brass and aluminium brass condenser 
ferrules were also increased by 4d. per Ib, 











struct and extend their factory and offices there 
has received T.P. approval. 

Croydon. — Orrices.— Planning permission is 
creed to the erection of ber Rg — — » 
26-28, Addiscombe-rd. by Scottish nion 
National Insurance Co., 20-24, Moorgate, EUS, 
subject to submission of detailed plans. 

Croydon.—MonicipaL BuILDINGs.—W. Hutchinson, 
66, Victoria-st., S.W.1, is recommended by Gen. 
Purposes Com. for the appointment of quantity sur- 
veyor to the war damage repair of Town Hall. 

Enfield.—Scuoo..—Enfield County High Sclrool for 
Girls is to be reconstructed and enlarged at an 
estimated cost of £103,090. subject Ministry 
approval. 

Mitcham. — Cuinic. — South-West Metropolitan 
Regional Hospita, Board recommended to approve 
appointment of E. R. Babbs & Son, quantity sur- 
veyors, St. James’-pl., London, §.W.1, for erection 
of chest clinic at Cumberland Hospital 

Putney. — Reinstatement. — South-West Metro 
politan ‘i exioaal Hospital Board recommended to 
approve appointment of Adams, Holden and Pear- 
son. F.R.1.B.A., architects, 2, Gordon-sa., London. 
W.C.1. and Widnell and Trollope, quantity sur- 
veyors, Broadway-st., London, S8.W.1, for reinstate- 
ment of nurses’ home at Putney Hospital, 8.W.15. 
Est. cost, £11,095 

St. Panoras.—F Lars. oe plans prepared by 
F. Gibberd, F.R.I-B.A., 8, Percy-st., W.1. have re- 
ceived T.P. Com. approval. These provide for 229 
flats and a public-house in Regents Park area “A” 
scheme, east of Stanhope-st. 

St, Pancras.—F.Lats.—T.P. Com. has approved ip 
principle the layout for 209 flats and 6 maisonettes 
for Robert-st. and Varndell-st. area of Regents 
Park development —. Architects are F- 
Gibberd, 8, Percy-st., 

Stoke Newington. att a ——Hsg. Com. recommend 
approval of scheme for erection of 40 flats for B.O. 
at 57-69, Shakespeare-walk and 76-84, Spenser-gr 
The architects are Howes and J ackman, 1, Verulam- 
bidgs., Gray’s Inn, W.C.1. 

Wanstead and Woodford.—Hovsine.—T.C. recom- 
mended to appoint Tovley and Foster, F.R.I.B.A., 
Midiand Ban hire. Buckhurst Hill, as architects. 
and Thurgood, Son & Chidgey, 4, Broad-st.-bldgs.. 
E.C.2, as quantity surveyors, in connection. with 
—— scheme at Rayleigh-rd. Theydon-gr. junc- 


Warlin _—Exrenston.—South-West Metropoli- 
tan Regional Hospital Board recommended to 
approve appointment of J. M. Sheppard and 
Partners, architects, Bloomsbury-sq., London, 
W.C.1, E- C. Harris, quantity surveyor, Bedford- 
8q., London, W.C.1, and consultant engineers, J. R. 
Preston and Partners, Malet-st., London, W.C.1, and 

J. Crampton, Queen Victoria-st., London, E.C.4, 
fad extension to nurses’ home at Warlingham Park 
Hospital. 
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(PROVINCIAL) 


Alnwick.—U.D.C. has received planning approval 
for proposed public conveniences ‘at. Northumber- 


‘land Hall. George we y, 8 
Ashbourne.—RB.D.C. roved erection of 12 
houses as first. part of railsford estate 


Bakewell.—R.D.C. propose development of addi- 
tional housing site at Rowsley. 

Bishop Auckland.—U.D.C. is to build 80 houses 
and 14 old people’s bungalows on the Woodhouse 
cl, estate. 

Blackburn.—Further large extensions are 
planned for Queen Elizabeth’s gram. sch. 

Blackpool.—Manchester Reg. Hospital Brd. to 
prepare re" quantities for twin operating theatre at 
Victoria Hospital, at £31,150. 

Carlisle.—T.C. approved plans for:—New inn ‘at 
Harraby for Home Office.—Married officers’ quar- 
ters at Durranhill Camp for M.o.W.—Married 
quarters at ar ay ee das for Cumberland and 
Westmorland T. & A. ‘Association. Architects, 
Johnson & Wright, Carlisle 

Colwyn Bay.—T.C. propose 150 houses at Elwy- 
rd., Rhos-on-Sea. Architect, S. C. Foulkes, Centrai- 
chbrs., Colwyn Bay. 

Consett.—U.D.C. is in touch with N.C.B. regard- 
ing proposed improvements "¢ 32 houses at Ham 
sterley, to cost aboyt £22,000 

Consett.—U.D.C. approved layout by North- 
Eastern Housing Association, Northumberland-rd., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, for erection of houses for per- 
sonnel of factory under construction at Greencroft 
for Ransome & Marles, Ltd 

Consett.—J. J. Eltringham, architect, Derwent- 
st., Blackhill, is completing plans for shops on 
Richard Murrary Hospital estate, for U.D.C. 

Corby.—U.D.C. seek loan of £16,434 for five shops 
at bales Park site. 

Goventry.—Mann, 
rebuild bar and bedrooms at ‘ 
Far Gosford-st. 

Darlington.—Ed. Com. is to commence, at an 
early date, = the building of a new sch. at 
Haughton. T. A. Tornbohm, Boro’ A. 

Dudley.—T.C. te prepare plans for three-bed- 
roomed type houses at Tansley Hil! estate. 

Durham.—C.C. to build, this year, long stay 
homes for children at Heeshioele® ving and at 
Tow Law. Plans by Cty. Clayton, Court- 
la., Durham City. 

Durham.—Cty. A. has reported t@ C.C. that cost 
of converting Aykley Heads Hali into offices will 
be about £14,000. 

Durham.—C.C. has _ received 
additions to Broom Cottages cty. sch., Blaydon 
East mod. sch., Houghton-le-Spring cty. inf. sch., 
Bowburn cty. sch., and Seaham Harbour girls’ 
gram. sch. 

Easiigton (Co. Durham).—R.D.C. has been noti- 
fied of plan by Peterlee Development Corp. to 
construct about 430 houses on a 46-acre site south 
of Howletch-la., Peterlee —R.D.C. is considering 
acquisition of ‘turther housing land at Murton 
house it is proposed to erect ultimately about 1,000 
10uUSses. 


Crossman & Paulin, Lid., to 
‘Golden Cup” Inn, 


loan sanction for 


borne.—U.D.C. approved plans for 28 houses 
at G een. 

Hexham.—U.D.C. S. (W. A. Hancocks) is plan- 
ning erection of Unity , type ‘houses. 

Itkeston.—B.C. to invite tenders for first section 
of shopping centre, comprising block of seven 
shops with maisonettes over and one larger shop 
at Kirk Hallam estate. 

Jarrow (Co. Durham).—Boro’ E. (H. W. T. 
Perkins) has prepared plans for 12 bungalows fac- 
ing Salcombe-ave. and houses on southside of 
Leam-la.—T.C. has ge sanction to erect 108 
houses in Leam-la., at £132,859. Council’s housing 
programme is being Fin out by direct labour. 

Keighley.—T.C. to erect 44 hous and three 
shops at Calver- —. 10 shops at Oakworth and 10 
houses at Oakworth 

Leamington $pa.—T.C. seek loan of £10,006 for 
stage 1 of bus stn. at Avenue-rd. 

Market Drayton.—U.D.C. propose further 20 
houses at Hodnet. 

Middlesbrough.—Planning Com. has approved 
plans by Boro’ E. for 430 houses comprising groups 
14 to 31 on Berwick Hills housing site, for T.C.; 
has prepared plans also for eae branch library 
at Thorntree.—Plans are being prepared for 4 
proposed civil defence contro] centre.—T.O. is seck- 
ing permission to begin work an proposed altera- 
tions to Norwood Guest House. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Additions are to be made to 
the premises of Howards (Newcastle), Ltd., Clay- 
ton-st. Architect, W. Stockdale, Howard-st., North 
Shields.—Plans for 84 dwellings on the Montague 
estate have been approved. Architect, G. Kenyon, 
City A., 18, Cloth-market, Newcastle—Marshail & 
Tweedy, Grainger House, Blackett-st., arg archi 
tects for 10 houses in Corchester-st. 

New Kyo.—Miners’ hostel to be converted into 
homes for 17 families by Stanley U.D.C., at a cost 
of about £10,000. Plans by S 

Northants.—E.C. seek M.o.E. approval for follow- 
ing schools in 1953-4 programme :—Junior at Lodge 
Park estate, Corby; sec. mods. at Desborough 








52 


in ‘at 
quar- 
ried 

and 
tects, 


Elwy- 
ntrai- 


gard- 
Ham- 


vorth- 
d-rd., 
r per- 
ncroft 


went- 
IS On 


shops 


d., to 
“Inn, 


ut an 
h. at 


e-bed- 


stay 
nd at 
Sourt- 


t cost 
s will 


n for 
aydon 

sch., 
girls’ 


| noti- 
Dp. to 
south 
dering 
[urton 
L 1,000 


1OUuses 
plan- 


ection 
seven 
' shop 


‘Hl 
s fac- 
de of 
ct 108 
using 
abour. 
three 
ind 10 


06 for 
pr 20 


proved 
groups 

Ths 
ibrary 
for a 
| seek- 
altera- 


yrough 








August 22 1952 


Dusten, Guilsborough, Irthlingborough and Roade. 
uneaton.—T.C. approved plans for extensions at 
King 3004 rd., for Car Panels (Nuneaton), Ltd. 

Oldbury.—T.C. propose erection of aged persons’ 
dwellings at Pound-rd. useway. 

Peterlee.—Durham C.C. has been promised an 
allocation of steel wo — year for a proposed 
fire stn. at Peterlee. .. Court-la., Durban, is 
preparing plans. 

Rawtenstall.—B.C. preparing quantities for 
houses at Lomas-la. estate, and 65 at Btaghills 
estate. 

Rotherham.—B.C. approved plans for:—Industrial 
pe at Wortley-rd., for R. Jenkins & Co., 

4.—Six houses at East Bawtry-rd. and 14 at 
a for Sir Osbert Sitwell. 

Salford.—K.C. received approval for inclusion of 
proposed gram. sch. in 1953/4 programme. 
Snaw.—General Electric Co., Ltd., to carry out 
extensions to works. : 

Smethwick.—T.C. to appoint Reuben Holbrow & 
Partners, 68, Harborne Park-rd,, Birmingham, as 
quantity surveyors for houses at Norman-rd., Pit- 
cairn-rd., South-rd., and Broomfield sites. 

South Shields.—Boro’ E. (John Reid) has pre- 
= ed plans for 68 houses at Simonside. Contracts 

be let shortly. 

"stafford. —T.C. propose erection of new civic 
offices. 

Staffs.—C.C. propose erection of sch. off City-rd., 
Tividale, at £240, 

Stanley (Co. Durham).—S. has prepared plans 
and estimates at £59,168 for 47 liouses and cottages 
at South View, Annfield Plain.—U.D.C. has re- 
ceived sanction to erect 14 houses 4 direct labour 
at Birch-cres., Burnopfietd, at £20 
Stockport.—Plans are being ented by Man- 
chester Reg. Hospital Brd., for Chest Clinic and 
Physiotherapy unit at Stepping Hill Hospital. 
Stourbridge.—T.C. to erect six shops at Norton 
estate.—Approved p'ans for church vicarage and 
church hall at Norton estate.—Steel framed build- 
ing at Bradley-rd., for Evans & White, Ltd., The 
Arcade, High-st., Stourbridge.—T.C. to erect 528 
houses at Pedmore estate. 

Stretford.— BC. approved plans for:—Church and 
rectory at King’s-rd.,Warwick-rd. South, for P.C. 
Council of St. Hilda.—Warehouse and office at 
Hadfield-st./Harotd-st.. for Tom Fairclough, Ltd.— 
Offices “ stores at Trafford Park-rd., for Frank 
Rosser, Ltd . } 

To sel] site at Edge-la. to following builders 
for erection of 50 houses :—Littler & Rich, Ltd., 
Albert Wallwork, Ltd., Ernest Jackson & Sons, 
Ltd., and Mr. R. P. Wheeler, all of Stretford.— 
T.C. approved layout for 36 flats and 26 houses at 
Moss Park-rd. and two-storey block of flats at 
Station-rd. site. mrs 
Sunderland.—_M.H. & L.G. has held an inquiry 
into T.C.’s plans to take over 250 acres of land at 
Grindon for housing purposes. 

Todmorden.—B C. approved layout for 28 houses 
and 48 flats at Stansfield Mill site. Preparing 
quantities for Mats at Shade site. 

Wallsend.—T C. is seeking loan sanction for 
£34538 for 30 honses in Boyd-rd. area; and 
£157,127 for 144 houses at Low Willington Farm. 
West Bromwich.—T.C. approved plans _ for:— 
Factory, office and laboratory accommodation at 
Bromford-la., for Roway Metals, Ltd—Amended 
layout for seven shops at Walsall-rd., for Real 
Estates, Ltd., 38. Edward-s 
West Hartlepool.— —E.C. is seeking M.E. consent 
to include in next year’s building programme the 
rebuilding of the war-damaged St. Joseph’s R.C. 
sch. Boro’ A., A. G. Sinclair 
Wharfedale.—RDC. approved plans for 20 
stg at The Birches, Bramhope, for Coates & 
on ° 
ween —Work to commence next March on new 
R.C. sch. at Springfield. Architects, Weightman & 
Bullen, Liverpoo!.—E.C. propose conversion of 
Woodfield sch. as a special sch. for backward 


children. 

Worcs.—C.C. approved erection of first instal- 
ment of Pershore Horticultural Institute, at 
£227,130; Studley-rd. sec, mod. sch., Redditch, at 
£130,000.—Sketch pians approved for sec. mod. 
sch. at Bewdley, at £104,500. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted, 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

a accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Alton.—Erection of 16 houses, two blocks of single 
type outbuildings, seven blocks of double type out- 
buildings and al} ancillary site works at Ropley 
housing site, Dunse'!’s-'4., for R.D.C. John Black- 
— a. E., M.R.San.I., Engineer to 

ouncil. 

Chapman, Lowry and Puttick, Ltd., amy 


mere, Surrey .. £26,466 
F. C. Pairhead Ltd., Alreston, Hants 26,345 
°W. i. Cre & Son, Alten, Hants ... 26.083 


Rippin & Co., Lid.. Farniam and London 25,188 
poeverey.—Erection of 22 houses at Swaniand,, for 
R.D.C. G. Valfreyman, E. S.. 3%. Market-pl.: 
Kettleweli, Son & Co, Lid., 11-13, Colonial-st., Hull. 
Blantyre.—Erection’ of new Catholic sch. (St. 
Joseph's), for Lanarkshire C.C., at an est. cost of 
£71,661. Wiliam Watt (F.), architect, County 
Offices, Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw: —Excava- 


THE BUILDER 


tion, oe, building and allied works: *Androw 

Wright & Sons (Builders), Ltd,, Blantyre, £33,070. 
Joinery, carpentry and allied works: *Lanarkshire 
County Works Department, Motherwell- Wishaw, 
£3,670. Plumbing, sanitary engineering and allied 
works: *Lanarkshire Direct Labour Department, 
Motherwell-Wishaw, £4,545. Plaster, lathing, 
cement and allied works: *MacCartney & Reid, 
Ltd., Motherwell-Wishaw, £4,513. Heating installa- 
tion and engineering works: ‘Lanarkshire County 


Direct Labour Department, Motherwell-Wishaw, 
£3,617. Structural steel and allied works: *Red- 
path, Brown & Co., Ltd., Glasgow, £6,000. (Other 


coniracts let.) 

hester.—Houses for R.D.C.:—22 at Capenhurst: 
*E. Atkinson, Lid., £33,052; 11 at Dedleston: ‘J. 
Roddy, Lid., Clrester, £17,046. 

Chesterfield.— Houses for B.C. at Newbold estate: 
*James ey Ltd. (20); *Direct Labour (14); 
*H. Buckley & Co., Ltd., 6, Chatsworth-ave. (14); 
Ny Needham, Ltd., 7, Rhodes-ave. (10); *W. Drabble 

& Sons, Ltd., Sheffield (6). 

Cuckfield.— Eight dweilings at Sayers Common 
for R.D.C. A. Hutchings, M.B-E., M.1.Mun.E., 
E. & S., Rural Council Offices, Bulton-rd., Haywards 
Heath. *W. C. ——, 137, Western-rd., Haywards 
Heath, Sussex, £9,295. (Subject to consent of 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government.) 

Darlington.—Erection of 12 houses ou the Hangh- 
ton North housing estate, for T.C. E. A. Torn- 
bohm, Boro’ * Dickenson, 221, Parkside, 
Darlington. 

Dudley.—Eight police houses for B.C.: *J. Webb, 
Ivy House-la., Coseley. 

Fleetwood.—Houses at West View estate, for 
T.C.: *J. Valentine & Sons, Ltd., 72, Palatine-rd., 
Cleveieys, £15,417 (12); *Roger Eaves & Sun, Ltd., 
Litndon-st., Fleetwood, £55.970 (38); *Fleetwood 
Construction Co., Ltd., 141, Poulton-rd., Fleetwood, 
£29,416 (20). 

Forden.—38 houses at Bausley (Crew Green), for 
R.D.C. Walter B. Bond, F.R.ICS., 3, Newhail- 
st., Birmingham: tF. Davies, Gubowen. 

Fulwood.—Erection of 24 houses on three sites, 
for U.D.C. Lillie & Kirkham (LL.), 105, Fisher- 
gate. Preston. Engineer, Tom Elee. M Sc., 
M.I.Mun.E., Council Offices, Fulwood: *John Fish- 
wick & Sons, Ltd., Quarry Bank-yd., Chorley-rd., 


Walton-le-Dale, £13,910 (10 houses); *J. C. Edye & 
ns, Ltd., 2, Edward-st., Preston, £19,785 (14 
houses). 


Glasgow.—Erection of 34 houses at Largie-rd., 


and adjoining sites. Norman MacFadzean (F.), 
architect, 137, West Regent-st., Glasgow: *John 
Lawrence (Glasgow), Ltd., Glasgow. 


tlkes*on.—113. houses for Stanton Housing Co., 
Lid.: *F. Perks & Sons, Ltd., Long Eaton, £146,958. 

Keswick.—Erection of 10 houses fronting Penrith- 
rd. at Browfoot, for U.D.C. Ralph Luther, S.: 
*Thomas Armstrong & Co., Cockermouth (subject 
to M.H. & L.G. approva!). 


Leamington Spa.—30 houses at East Dene, 
po for T.C.: *Lloyd & Hopkins, Lid., 
7 


{London (Admiraity).—Particnlars of contracts 


placed by Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s Dept., 
Admiralty :— 
Sheerness : Supply and erection cast-iron tank, 
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Northampton Foundr: Sons Ltd., Balfour-rd., North- 
ampton. Se" nstruction of access road, H. 
Clarke & Sons, Ltd. tion-rd,, Coventry. 
Ford: Construction of pA. fluor, C. J. ‘Sims, Lid, 
Abbey lfouse. 2, Victuria-st., Londun, 8.W.1. 

Herstmonceuz: Control build: ng, Charles R. Price, 
Kingsbury-rd.. Londoa, N.W.9. ydene: 5 officers 
houses and Siteworks, a Huot, Ltd., South 
Wuartf, Cleveland-rd., Gosport, Hants. 

{London (Air Ministry).—List of new contracts to 


-vaue of £500 or over fur week ended August 16. 


Hutting: Stanley Hugh Leach, Ltd., Hayes, 
Middx; Brown Fraser & Co., Ltd., North Berwick, 
East Lothian. Civil engineering: John Mowlem & 
Co., Ltd., London, 8.W.1. Building work: Markwell 
Holmes and Hayter, Ltd., Hull. General muinten- 
auce work: Y. J. Lovell & Sen, Lid., High 
Wycombe, Bucks; The Fleetwood Construction Co., 
Lid., Fleetwoud, Lanes. Resurfacing work: Wirks- 
worth Quarries, Ltd., Londen, N.1 

GYLondon (British Railways). the following 
contracts have been placed by British Railways 
(London Midland Regiun):—New permanent way 
drainage between 543 and 55% mile posts on the 
London to Rugby line: *Leonard Fairciough, _ 
Terminal House, Grosvenor-gdns., Londun, 
Removal of roof coverings over plaifurins Nos. 4 
and 5 at Preston station and recovering with pro 
tected metal “V” beam sheeting: *Rebertson 
Building Service, H. H. Kubertsun Co., Ellesmere 
Purt, Wirral, Cheshire. New roof coverings of 
patent gazing over platforms Nus. 4 and 5 at 
Preston sita.ion: *W. H. Heywood & Co., Lid., 
Bayhall Works, Huddersfield. Kenewal of Quay 
Wali at Bow goods depot: ‘Leonard Fairclough, 
Lid., Adlington, Lanes. Keinlorced concrete 
barre! vault shell roof, flat roofs, suspended floors 

aud staircases for the new road mutur depot, St. 
Paucras-way, London, N.W.1: *F. Bradford & Co., 


Lid., Angel-rd., Edmonton. Reconstruction ef 
gables ol the warehouse at Liverpvol-rd. 
guods depot, Manchester: ‘Leonard Fairclough, 


Lid., Chapel-st., Adlington, Lancs. Labour only 
for the cieaning and painting of the Bolton-rd. 
and Kast Lancashire goods depots at Biackburn: 
*A‘len McDermott, 8-10, Infirmary-st., Bradford. 
Labour only for the cleaning and painti ng of Sal- 
ford Culouade, Bailey-st. and Irweil-st. bridges at 
Mancheser: *Carmichael Edwards & Co., Ltd., 151, 
Trafford-rd., Salfurd 5. Reconstruction and jength- 
ening of bridge No. 123 carrying road A533 over 
the railway at  Winnington-ia.. Northwich: 
*Leonard Fairclough, Ltd., Chapel-st., Adlington. 
Provision of add Tak rail facilities at Oakleigh 
Sidings, for the 1LC.l. Winnington & Wallerscete 
Works, Norilhwich: “International Development Co. 
(Nottingham), Lid., Lombard House, Lombard-st., 
Newark, Notts. Supply and erection of steelwork 
for the goods terminal at Liverpool Huskisson 
(C.L.C.) depot: *Dorman Long & Co., Ltd., Bridge 
& Constructional Works, Middlesbrough. Labvuur 
only for the cleaning and painting of the Liver- 
pool District bridges on the Liverpool-Manchester 
(C.L.C.) and Edge Hit] and Bootle lines: *Arundel 
(Contractors), Ltd., 70, Harris-st., Bradford. Re 


moval of Buckley Hill sidings at M:lnrow, near 
= *W. Bush & Son, Ltd., Alfretun, Derby- 
shire 


GLondon (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by M.O.W. 
during week ended August 9. 

London: Regents Park, N.W.1, builders’ work in 
connection with greenliouses, John Greenweod, Ltd., 
King William-st. House, Arthur-st. -, ECA. Bed. 
fourdshire: Kempston Hardwicke M.S.S.D., external 
Painting of brackets, power telephone pules and 
stack covers, T. H. Kenyon & Sons, Ltd., Chan- 
cellors Works, Croxley-rd., London, W.9. Cambridga 
shire: T.O.B., Brooklands-ave., erection of office, 
Rattee and Kett, Lid., Station-rd., Cambridge. 
Gloucexterxhire : Frampton- on-Sea. erection of grain 
silo, Howard Farrow, Lul., Kussell-par., Golders 
Green-rd.. N.W.11. Hertfordshire. Garston D.S.LR., 
B.R.S., Watford, internal and ex:erna’ painting, 
C. and T. Painters, Lud Mordaunt-rd., Harlesden, 
London, N W.10. Lancashire : Ministry of Pensions, 
Schotefieid Mill, Nelson, asphalt te gangways, 
Val-de-Travers Asphalte Paving Co., Ltd. 3, York- 
st., Manchester, 2. Oxfordshire: T.O.B2, Marston, 
external and internal redecorati ons, Ernie Basliss, 
Lid., 88-90, St. Stephens House, Westminster, S.W.1. 

GLondon (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed 
by W.D. during week ended August 9:— 

Durham: Alterations to rifle ranges, D. & J. 
Ranken, Ltd., Sunder‘and; Miscelianeous, The Build- 
ing & Repairs Co., Carlisie. Oxfordshire: Repairs 
to hutting. Join Bowen & Sons. Ltd., B: rmingham. 


Dorsetshire: Miscelianeous, F. Box & Sons (Bourne 
mouth), Ltd.. Bournemouth. 
Hampshire: Building work, 1. J. Goodall & Son, 


Ltd., Basingstoke. 


Surrey : Cladding to nissen huts, 
Bitumen Industries, ‘ i 


Ltd., Siongh. Warwickshire: 


Bul.ding work, Winkins & Frewin, Ltd., Banbury. 
Cheshire: Painting. Il. G. Oates, Ltd.. Bradford. 
Warwickshire: Building work, C. Bryant & Son, 


Ltd., Birmingham. 
Penrith.--Erection of a further 24 houses on the 
raws estate, for U.D. *Robert E. Reay, 
Penrith. 
Peterborough.—54 houses at Dogsthorpe estate, 


for T.C.: *C. W. Shelton, Ltd., Peterborough, 
2£67.057 

Rotherham.—Houses for B.C.: *C. Earnshaw 
(Rotherham), Ltd., £88.613 (76); *A. Cooper 


Sons, Rutherham, £37.424 (32) 

Rugby.—10 honses at Newbold Glehe estate, for 
T.C.: *B. Whitehouse & Sons, Ltd., Rugby (exten- 
sion to contract). 





i 
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8 on various sites, for 
1.B.A., architect, 


and Ayisham.—Erection of 37 dwell- 
R.D.C. F. M. Dewing, All Saints’ Green, 
40, Prince of Wales-rd., 
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Norwich. Quantities by Davies, Belfield & Everest, 
Norwich: *Fisher & Sons (Nor- 
wich), Litd., 146, Wroxham-rd., Sprowston, Nor- 
wich (8 houses, Aylsham, 3 bun anes =" ham 
and 6 bungalows, Salhouse); * Tay- 

ton-rd., Hellesdon, Norwich (10° ce Soca and 4 
houses, Horstead) ; *H. Smith, Honingham, Nor- 
wich (6 bungalows, Reepham). (Ail subject to 

i & L.G. approval.) 

eaton Burn.—Erection of pithead baths for 

NOB Plans by the N.C.B. Architects’ Dept., 
Ashfield Tower, Gosforth: “George Henderson, 
East Boldon, Co. Durham. 

Shefheld.—New classroom block at High Storrs 
gram. sch. for girls: *Ackroyd & Abbott, Ltd., 
Sheffield, £5,324 

Stourbridge. —Erection of six sone. two flats and 
four maisonettes at Norton estate, for T.C.: *A. J. 
Crump & Sons, Ltd., Astonrd., Dudley, £21, 100. 

Stretford.—24 flats at Thomas-st. site, for B.O.: 
*Neodox, Ltd., Atlantic-chbrs., Brazenose-st., 
Manchester, £30,750 

Stroud.—Construction of four 
Cashes Green, for U.D.C. Foster Langley, E. & 8., 
Council-chbrs., High-st. F. Foster Langley, B.Sc., 
A.M.I M.I.Mun.E., E. & S., Council-chbrs., 
High-st.: *H. S. Wheatley & Sons, Bisley-rd,, 
Stroud, £3,143 (subject to confirmation by 
M.H. & L.G.). 

Wallsend.—Extension to tool shop for the Wallsend 
Slipway & gra Co., Ltd.: *Purdie Lums- 
den & Co., Lid Oxford-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Wallsend.—ferection of 30 houses on the Boyd- 
cres. estate, for T.C. G. N. Teasdale, Boro’ E.: 
PF. P. Dodsworth, Hill Heads-rd., Whitley Bay, 
£1,127 per house. 

Walisend.—Erection of pickstee] shop for Victor 
Products, Ltd., engineers, Church Bank, Wallsend: 
*Direct Labour. 

West Bridgford.—Erection of 36 houses at Edwal- 
ton estate, Contract No. 8E, for U.D.C. R. Dews 
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berry, E. & S., The Hall: *W. H. Herries, 393, 
Foxhill-rd., Carlton, Nottingham, £50,219. 

Worcs.—Two classrooms at Silver-st. och. 
Wythall, for C.C.: *W. R. Mansell, 14, Broad-s 
Bromsgrove. 

Yeovil.—Erection of 66 and-20 Unity houses on 
the Larkhill site, for T.C.: *Robert Bros., Ltd., of 
Bridgwater, Somerset, £90,396 and £25,968. 
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